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When I was 4 and living in San Ramon, Cal-
ifornia, I often visited my favorite fast-food 
restaurant. Surrounding a red pepper logo 
was the restaurant’s name, Chipotle, in bold, 
white letters. “Ms. Vicky! I’m here!” I’d shout 
as we entered.

Ms. Vicky was a nice lady. Her fair hair was 
always tied in a neat bun. Her sparkling blue 
eyes twinkled as she made my burrito. 

“Here you go, honey,” she would say, calmly 
handing me the burrito. Being calm wasn’t 
so easy for me, however. The shiny tinfoil 
didn’t contain the burrito’s mouthwatering 
aroma. 

During my last visit to Chipotle before our 
family moved to China, I had a farewell bur-
rito. “You know I am leaving soon, right?” I 
told Ms. Vicky with a mouthful of beans and 
rice. She nodded.

“If I miss burritos in China, what should I 
do?”

“If you miss burritos, keep this cup with 
you,” she said with a smile, handing me a 
Chipotle paper cup. “This will remind you of 
home – and burritos.”
   
Years later, in China and fifth-grade, I found 
myself slumped in my seat with my head 
resting lazily on my hand. My memories as a 
little kid happily eating burritos faded in and 
out of my mind, evoking a twinge of melan-
choly as I looked at the Chipotle cup on my 
desk. 

One afternoon after school, my dad drove 
past a street food vendor. “Daddy, stop!” I 
begged.   

I couldn’t believe what people were eating. A 
small snack that looked just like … a burrito!

“They’re not burritos, they’re Chinese 
crepes,” dad chuckled. 

“What are Chinese crepes?’” I asked.

“You can think of them as Chinese burritos,” 
he replied.

“If I miss burritos, can I eat a Chinese 
crepe?” I asked.

“Of course! Let’s try one now,” he replied. 

Looking at the food vendor, I felt slightly un-
comfortable. She was nothing like Ms. Vicky; 
her grey hair was tangled, her apron was 
splattered with food and sauce, and her eyes 
were hidden in a face of wrinkles. 

Sensing I was a new customer, the lady 
started to introduce me to all the fillings in 
a surprisingly soft, pleasant voice. Sudden-
ly, her eyes strangely reminded me of Ms. 
Vicky’s. 

“You can call me Aunty Wang. So, what 
would you like?” she said. 

“My name is Elena, and I’ll try everything!” 

ES Student Wins Top 
Prize in Short Story 
Competition

Editor’s Note: The following 
is an excerpt of fifth-grade 
student Elena J’s story “If I 
Miss…”, which was award-
ed first prize in the 10-12 
y.o. category of the 2016 
LittleStar Short Story Com-
petition. In April, Elena re-
ceived her prize at Little-
Star’s award ceremony in 
Shanghai. This is the sec-
ond consecutive year Elena 
has won the top prize in Lit-
tleStar’s annual competition, 
which attracts submissions 
from hundreds of students 
at international schools 
across China. 

By Elena J, Grade 5
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There was plenty of fun in the sun on May 13 for our annual Lower Elementary School Activi-
ties Day. All our students had a great time testing their skill and agility with a variety of engag-
ing activities that promoted communication and collaboration.

Lower Elementary 
School Activities Day
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Most authors of children’s books are used to 
engaging with enthusiastic kids who cheer, 
laugh, and ask countless curious questions. 
But for Australian author-illustrator Nick 
Bland, the experience can sometimes be a 
little daunting.

“There were more people at my presentation 
than where I live,” he said after speaking at 
an ISB elementary school assembly on April 
18. “For three years I’ve been sitting on my 
deck working day in and day out without any 
contact with kids. I have this really isolated 
job that allows me to connect with readers 
all over the world. Seeing kids really moti-
vates me as a writer and artist, and solidifies 
some of the ideas that begin with imagina-
tion.”

An author and illustrator with nearly 30 titles 
to his credit, Mr. Bland lives in the remote 
Australian city of Darwin. During his presen-
tation he shared photos of his life at home 
and how certain places ignite his imagina-
tion. In a photo of his favorite fishing spot, 
he incorporated an illustration of a giant wa-
ter serpent lurking beneath the surface.

Mr. Bland, whose father was a high school 
art teacher, said he knew he wanted to be an 
artist “at the age of 3 or 4.” As he grew older 
he developed a passion for words, eventual-
ly finding a way to combine his two talents.  

“There aren’t many places where you can do 
really short stories with words and pictures. 
There’s cartooning, picture books, and ad-
vertising. When I got a job at a bookshop 
in the mid-90s I rediscovered picture books 
and thought, ‘Hey, I could do that,’” he re-
called.

Mr. Bland’s first foray into children’s litera-
ture was as an author, but when the illustra-
tor for his first book, A Monster Wrote Me a 
Letter, pulled out unexpectedly, his publisher 
asked if he could do it. Rich in imagination, 
his colorful artistic style was an immediate 
hit. 

“I don’t use reference for my drawing. If I 
want to draw a telephone, I don’t look at a 
telephone – I just imagine it in my head. The 
mind’s eye allows you to create much sim-
pler images, which is the secret to the suc-
cess of my pictures: they are created entire-
ly in my head, and that’s the way kids see 
things, too,” he explained.

Of course, having a vivid imagination doesn’t 
limit you to a career as an author or illustra-
tor. 

“Even the best scientists are creative and 
have a great imagination. It takes imagina-
tion to want to go to explore space. Imagi-
nation is important in every part of life,” said 
Mr. Bland.

In addition to leading drawing and storytell-
ing workshops with elementary school class-
es, Mr. Bland also spoke to parents about 
nurturing their children’s creativity and inno-
vation at a PTA-sponsored presentation on 
April 20.

Author Nick Bland Ignites 
ES Imaginations
By Tom Fearon,  
Communications Specialist
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ISB exceeded expectations to win a swag 
of individual and team awards at the 2016 
Asia-Pacific Bilingual Festival held in Shang-
hai from April 29 to 30. As the sole school 
from Beijing, ISB’s team comprising 10 mid-
dle and high school students competed 
against 10 other international schools from 
Shanghai, Wuxi, and Hong Kong.

In the preliminary contests, ISB secured 10 
spots in the individual finals while our debate 
team made it through to the semifinals. ISB 
received four individual merit awards, placed 
third in the debate category, and finished 
runners-up overall.

We were very proud of our students’ per-
formance. As one of the newest members 
of the Asia-Pacific Bilingual Festival, ISB 
achieved far more than many observers 
expected. As bold risk-takers (and with a bit 
of luck), our students impressed with their 
open-mindedness and fantastic teamwork. 
Throughout the three days of competition, 
our students helped each other and showed 
great composure under pressure. While they 
may not have finished as the best debaters 
or storytellers, they performed admirably and 
earned the respect of their judges and fellow 
students.
 

ISB Makes Impressive 
Debut at Asia-Pacific 
Bilingual Festival

ISB’s connections to the festival run deeper 
than just our students, however. One of the 
Asia-Pacific Chinese Language Association’s 
founding committee members is Theresa 
Chao, ISB’s former Chinese Program direc-
tor. 
 
The competition was an eye-opening and 
worthwhile learning experience for our stu-
dents, some of whom are fluent speakers of 
English and Chinese and others whom are 
still intermediate learners. One of the great 
things about the festival is that it provides a 
platform for students of diverse backgrounds 
to observe and learn from each other. Most 
importantly, it motivates all participants to be 
better communicators in both languages and 
both cultures.
 
Next year the festival will be hosted at the 
Concordia International School of Shanghai. 
Many thanks to ISB’s Chinese Program di-
rector Cliff Zeng as well as Brian McManus 
and Lynn Yang from the Strategic Learning 
Office for their support.

By Fiona Yu-Jia, Wu Jing,  
MS Chinese Teachers
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Starting at an international 
school can be a daunting 
experience for any student, 
but it can be an even more 
challenging transition for 
non-native English speakers. 
Daphne C and Alexandra R 
still remember the difficulties 
they faced keeping up with 
classmates’ conversations 
and understanding certain 
words used by teachers 
when they started at ISB last 
year. Fortunately, the Grade 
7 students have rediscov-
ered their confidence for 
learning through ISB’s En-
glish as an Additional Lan-
guage (EAL) program. 

With a student body repre-
senting more than 50 nation-
alities, English is a second or 
even third language for many 
ISB students. The language 
barrier can sometimes cause 
self-doubt to develop among 
normally enthusiastic learn-
ers, especially students still 

EAL Program  
Instils  
Confidence  
in Learning
By Tom Fearon,  
Communications Specialist

adjusting to their new learn-
ing environment.

“When your English is limit-
ed, you don’t really want to 
contribute in class. I used to 
worry about my pronuncia-
tion and how it might cause 
classmates to think less of 
me,” said Alexandra, a native 
Dutch speaker who grew up 
in Belgium and the Nether-
lands. 

Daphne, who joined ISB 
from a French school, was 
also reluctant to speak up in 
class because of her accent-
ed English. It wasn’t until 
she joined Alexandra in ISB’s 
EAL program that she began 
to grow in confidence and 
realize there were others just 
like her.

“When I first came to ISB, I 
felt anxious about speaking 
English. Although I still make 
mistakes, my classmates 
help me to improve each 
day,” she said.

ISB’s EAL program aims to 
ensure every student ben-
efits from the school’s L21 
curriculum based on inter-
national standards. The EAL 
program aligns with ISB’s 
Strategic Plan IV by nurtur-
ing the whole child and ad-

vancing the school’s vision 
by promoting global under-
standing and respect within 
and between cultures. 

EAL specialists primarily 
work in regular classrooms 
in grades 1 to 8, with addi-
tional pull-out sessions for 
some students. High school 
EAL support is provided 
through an additional class, 
along with specialist consul-
tation to subject area teach-
ers.

EAL teacher Jason Muhl 
described it as a “sheltered 
immersion” program that 
allows students to develop 
their English in the context 
of the regular curriculum. 

“We strive to support stu-
dents from both a pasto-
ral perspective, by helping 
them ease into life at ISB, 
and a linguistic perspective, 
by helping them develop 
their language in support of 
their academic learning. Our 
goal is to help bridge those 
gaps,” said Mr. Muhl, one 
of three middle school EAL 
teachers at ISB.

Daphne and Alexandra at-
tend 45-minute EAL classes 
each school day with other 
students learning English as 

non-native speakers. Their 
lessons include reading and 
writing activities, in addition 
to games such as BrainPop 
that help build their vocab-
ulary so they can communi-
cate confidently in and out 
of the classroom.

The program also fosters 
friendship among students, 
each of whom are commit-
ted to helping each other 
improve in an environment 
built around respect and 
global-mindedness, two of 
ISB’s core values.

“We aren’t like classmates; 
we’re friends. If you need 
help with learning, it’s nice 
to know that there is al-
ways someone who is going 
through the same experience 
and can lend a hand,” said 
Daphne, a student in ISB’s 
Futures Academy. The acad-
emy is an innovative learning 
model that is centered on 
project-based learning mod-
el and flexible scheduling.  

“As a Futures Academy stu-
dent, I have a lot of projects 
throughout the year, so when 
I don’t have time to finish a 
project in class I can ask Mr. 
Muhl for help; he is always 
willing to support me,” she 
said.
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ISB hosted its second annual Innovation 
Day on March 24, giving hundreds of middle 
school students the opportunity to show-
case their creativity in the pursuit of their 
passions. Under the theme of “One Day, One 
Goal, One Project,” students brainstormed 
ideas to develop a project or product to ex-
hibit to the ISB community.

Working individually or in groups, students 
were engaged in various projects including 
writing a children’s book, programming a 
computer game, writing and performing a 
song as well as creating an app.

Serena L and Ashley L, two students from 
Grade 8 and Grade 6 respectively, worked 
together to create a song called “24-carat 
memories” on that day.

“We want people to feel calm and nostalgic 
when they listen to our song,” Serena said.

Ashley added, “We feel like there aren’t a lot 
of songs that reflect the singer’s emotions 
or experience. We want to create something 
authentic and meaningful that will make peo-
ple reflect on what we have to share.”
 
Fred Schafer, ISB middle school assistant 
principal, said, “Innovation Day is an op-
portunity for all our middle school students 
to develop their passions and find out what 
they really want to learn with teachers. We 
don’t tell kids what they learn that day; they 
get to choose.”

Grade 6 students Minjoo K and Suri S 
thought upcycling clothes would be a great 
way to raise awareness about a global issue.

They went to Shanghai for a middle school 
Global Issues Network (GIN) Conference 
on March 5 and 6 where they learned more 
about upcycling from Bunny Yan, founder of 
boutique upcycled fashion store The Squir-
relz.

Suri said, “We have learned from her differ-
ent ways to upcycle clothes. We can com-
bine men’s shirts with denim to create a 
skirt. We can utilize used zippers and sewing 
to create clothes or cut off sleeves and add 
patterns from another shirt to make an upcy-
cled T-shirt.”

“As middle school students, we’re constantly 
growing and need to buy new clothes reg-
ularly. We feel it is a good idea to reuse old 
clothes and send a message to the com-
munity that old clothes aren’t necessarily 
unfashionable. They can be new and pretty,” 
Minjoo said.

ISB middle school principal Jon Hill said, 
“Innovation Day allows students to explore 
their talents and interests outside their com-
fort zone in a fun, supportive environment, 
while also teaching them skills essential for 
success in the 21st century.” 

MS Students 
Get Creative for 
Innovation Day
By Tom Fearon, 
Communications Specialist
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Smile Week is the week when the middle 
school gets to change lives forever while un-
derstanding the importance of companion-
ship and teamwork. This year’s Smile Week 
was our most successful one ever, with a 
staggering 98,067 RMB raised to help fund 

MS Smile Week Sets 
Fundraising Record
By Ashley L, Grade 8

corrective surgery for infants with cleft pal-
ates. 

It was truly inspiring for us to brighten the 
lives for five babies. We are so privileged to 
fund operations for these babies because, 

as author Helen Keller famously said, “The 
best and most beautiful things in the world 
cannot be seen or even touched. They must 
be felt with the heart.” 
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As our entrepreneurship unit reached its 
peak, our facilitators decided that a little  
experienced wisdom would greatly benefit 
the small business we were about to cre-
ate. So on Monday, February 29th, the entire 
class of Futures Academy went to this event 
called “Startup in 3 Hours” in Pangu Plaza. 
The purpose is to solidify our business ideas 
with the help of our outside mentors.  
 
When we arrived, the messy gaggle of stu-
dents split into separate groups and filed 
inside the elevator, which, to the common 

Launching a Startup in 
Three Hours 
By: Corie J, Grade 7

passerby, would look like a can of sardines. 
After the long and slightly stuffy ride to the 
31st floor, the doors slid open and we am-
bled out. I walked into this fancy office  
and joined my business partner, Veronica,  
in setting down my bag. Then, we sat down  
in the presentation room and listened to Mr. 
Wagner, our humanities teacher, begin intro-
ductions. 
 
During the introduction, we met our business 
mentor for the day, Mr. Zhang, who works for 
an incubator for education startups. While 

Mr. Zhang supervised, our group completed 
our business packet, and with support and 
help from everyone, we finished in the nick 
of time. Veronica was nervous, but seeing 
that we actually weren’t presenting in front  
of the whole class, she managed to relax 
and have fun. 
 
I had a great time in this business environ-
ment, and I greatly appreciate the help  
that Mr. Zhang so generously gave us.  
Both Veronica and I learned a great deal 
through this. 
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The middle school’s knitting enrichment has 
done it again! More than 100 hats were knit-
ted this school year for babies in orphanages 
in Tibet. In addition to the hats, an impres-
sive 1,800 RMB was raised through a bake 
sale organized by students (and some enthu-
siastic volunteers) in the enrichment.

What is 100 Hats for 100 Babies? MS hu-
manities teacher Patty Cavallerano has been 
offering beginning knitting as an enrichment 
for over the past 5 years. Students are al-
ways eager to learn to knit and Ms. Patty 
began to wonder if there was a way to give 
back to the community through this en-
richment, while harnessing the enthusiasm 
of these beginning knitters. This is where 
Roundabout Charity Shop stepped in. Ms. 
Patty turned to Roundabout to ask if there 
were needs that could be fulfilled through 
the knitting class. 

Roundabout coordinator Mary Kate Brown 
(an avid supporter of the knitters) helped 
inform the classes of the needs existing 
(heating is sometimes sparse during winter 
months and babies are in constant need of 
warm clothing). Knitting hats for them be-
came the logical conclusion, since hat-wear-
ing keeps warmth in the body longer! As 
well, Roundabout has been contributing yarn 

MS Students Knit Hats 
for Tibet Orphans 
By Gloria H, Grade 7

that they receive as donations for students 
to knit into hats. This exchange has been 
heartwarming, to say the least!

Ms. Patty estimates that over the past 5 
years, students have knitted at least 500 
hats for babies throughout China and neigh-
boring locations. Not only students have got-
ten into the act—many faculty members are 
knitters too! Teachers have knitted and con-
tributed amazing amounts of hats—and even 
parents and students who are not actually 
enrolled in the enrichment have contributed 
hats they have knitted as well!

In fact, Ms. Patty encourages anyone who 
would like to contribute to 100 Hats for 100 
Babies to come by her room and borrow 
supplies to get started knitting. This is an 
area where we have a continual need and 
hats will always be needed. 

What has this simple act of knitting hats 
for babies done for student knitters? Many 
things: Knitting is known to have a calm-
ing effect—right up there with mediation, 
from the repetitive action of the craft itself. 
Moreover, it has taught students that the 
simple act of learning a skill such as knitting 
can benefit others, near and far. Ms. Patty’s 
words for those who have taken her enrich-
ment: KEEP KNITTING!
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Panda Book Awards Turn 
Over New Page 
By Tom Fearon, 
Communications Specialist

ISB Wins Historic 11th 
Kids Read Championship
By Angela, Austin, and Yin Wah (Grade 7)

On January 22, two ISB teams went to the 
Nanjing International School (NIS) for the 
ultimate test: the 2016 Kids Read Finals. 
During our journey, all nine of us tried to read 
(and write last-minute summaries), but we 
were too anxious and struggled to remain 
calm. We talked amongst ourselves during 
the two-hour flight to Nanjing, discussing the 
books and classes we were going to miss. 

Upon arriving we had a brief lunch and 
walked around with Ms. Patty and Ms. Ros-
evear. Later that evening we socialized and 
posed for photos with other students com-
peting in the Kids Read Finals. We were then 
informed that during the competition we 
would have to re-enact a part from a clas-
sic novel and perform in front of the other 
schools. Luckily, we were assigned a book 
we knew well: Percy Jackson and the Light-
ning Thief by Rick Riordan. 

The next day was the first round of the 
competition in the NIS theater. The round 
consisted of three categories: a Dark and 
Stormy Night, Finding the Artist Within, and 
Out of this World. In Round 2, the questions 
were more challenging. The categories were 
Saving The World, Once Upon a Time (which 
we aced), and Counting on It. Team 1 end-
ed Round 2 with a satisfied smile, although 
the same couldn’t be said for Team 2. Most 

of the questions were on books that they 
hadn’t read before.

Round 3 consisted of Books Into Movies, 
This Is Really Me, and Playing the Field. We 
aced Books Into Movies, except for one 
question about the full name of Gilderoy 
Lockhart (whom we named Gilroy Lockhart). 

The results were in. All teams settled into 
their chairs chatting. Ms. Rosevear and Ms. 
Patty came towards Team 1’s table and told 
them that no matter what happened, we 
would still act gracefully and that it was a fun 
occasion. Our host finally walked onto the 
stage prepared with the results. Months of 
studying book after book all led up until this 
moment. We all held our breath. Seconds 
passed, though it seemed like years.

“Third place goes to … Dalian American In-
ternational School!” 

“Second place goes to …Tianjin Internation-
al School!” 

Loud applause and cheers masked the excit-
ed gasp coming from Team 1’s table. 

“This year was great,” declared the host. 
“Before we announce the winner, may I just 
say it was really close. Now, I present to you 
the winners ...” 

Nobody breathed. 

“ISB Team 1!” 

Woo hoo! Everyone in Team 1 jumped from 
their chairs in joy. Energized and euphoric, 

we shuffled towards the stage to accept our 
trophy. Our victory marked the 11th time ISB 
had won first place at the Kids Read compe-
tition!

Later in the day, we said our goodbyes to 
NIS and boarded the bus to the airport. 
The ride was a blur, but we realized that the 
months of studying for this, a two-day com-
petition, was now all over. This year’s Kids 
Read was a breathtaking experience to all 
of us, and we hope that ISB can win in the 
future. Keep reading!
    

The Panda Book Awards sealed the big-
gest chapter in its nine-year history with 44 
schools from the Chinese mainland, Hong 
Kong, and Luxembourg participating in this 
year’s event. Nearly 6,000 votes were cast in 
the competition that resulted in the following 
winning titles: The Book with No Pictures by 
BJ Novak (younger readers); Sisters by Rain 
Telgemeier (middle readers); Counting by 7s 
by Holly Sloan (older readers); and All the 
Light We Cannot See by Anthony Doerr (ma-
ture readers).

The reading initiative is the responsibility of 
the Panda Steering Committee, a group of 
international librarians in China. These pro-
fessionals volunteer to read, review and 
discuss book titles submitted by other librar-
ians or students. The goal of the Panda Book 
Awards initiative is to instill an enduring love 
of reading and to take students on an excit-
ing reading adventure. 

This year’s competition also marked the incep-
tion of the Chinese Panda Awards, which was 
started by ISB’s Chinese teachers in honor 
of our host country. The Panda Book Awards 
were founded by MS/HS Librarian Nadine 
Rosevear in 2008. Back then there were just 
five participating schools, all from Beijing. 
Since then, the competition has expanded on 
an international scale and helped a passion for 
reading among students of various ages.
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ISB middle school students and their teachers have been 
learning that spoken-word poetry is an excellent way to 
engage a class, to bring the text of a subject to life, and to 
encourage student voices. 

Inspired during the recent visit of ISB Poet in Residence 
Harry Baker, sixth-graders read their original poems in front 
of classmates on April 20. Each reading was followed by a 
discussion about how each student used techniques they 
learned from Mr. Baker including repetition, onomatopoeia,
metaphors, and personification.  

The youngest-ever World Poetry Slam Champion, Mr. Baker 
led workshops for students from April 11 to 15. His visit co-
incided with the middle school’s annual Poetry Con, which 
included a “poetry café” in the MS/HS Cafeteria where stu-
dents read their works during lunchtime. 

“He taught us that it’s important to be passionate about the 
topic of your poem so that the words resonate with your 
audience,” said Sabrina L, whose poem was about seasons 
and the passing of time. 

MS Poets Share  
Creativity with  
Classmates
By Tom Fearon, 
Communications Specialist
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ISB Student  
Represents State 
Dept. at MathCounts 
Nationals 
By Tom Fearon, 
Communications Specialist

Eighth-grader Ben L added to ISB’s proud 
record at the 33rd annual MathCounts Na-
tional Competition held from May 7 to 10 
in Washington, DC, as one of four students 
representing the US State Department team.

“As a new student at ISB, I’ve been fortunate 
to have a great teacher in Mr. [Lucas] Craig. 
He helped me a lot not only in adjusting to 
the school, but also by encouraging me to 
fulfil my potential,” said Ben, who joined ISB 
midway through the 2015-16 school year. 

In addition to Ben, this year’s State Depart-
ment team included students from the Taipei 
American School and Hong Kong Interna-
tional School. Over the last several years, 
the team has ranked between 32nd and 39th 
place in the finals. This year, they exceled 
against tough competition to place a re-
spectable 27th.

The MathCounts Foundation is non-profit 
organization that strives to engage middle 
school students of all ability and interest 
levels in fun, challenging math programs in 

order to expand their academic and pro-
fessional opportunities. MathCounts is pro-
moted nationwide in the US, in addition to 
Department of Defense and State Depart-
ment-sponsored schools. 

ISB’s MathCounts Club was established four 
years ago by middle school math teacher 
Kim Williams, who coached the State De-
partment team at this year’s MathCounts 
Nationals. The club holds weekly training 
sessions where students practice individual-
ly and in groups using materials provided by 
the MathCounts Foundation. 

Mrs. Williams said she was proud of Ben’s 
inquiry, problem-solving, and critical thinking 
abilities – key L21 skills that are particularly 
useful in mathematics.

“Ben has an amazing ability to see underly-
ing patterns and relationships in problems 
that help him to solve them quickly and ac-
curately,” she said.

Ben, who is ISB’s fourth student in four years 
to qualify for the national competition, made 
it to the final round with a score only two 
points higher than the next three places.

“I was really excited when I found out I had 
qualified, especially because there were only 
four of us from international schools who 
competed,” he said.
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On April 13, 80 middle school students from 
two local schools filed out of a school bus 
on a street just outside the Capital Paradise 
residential compound. The students, half 
from ISB and the other half from the Exper-
imental School Affiliated with Niulanshan 
First Secondary School, lined the banks of 
the Wenyu River. Each group of four had a 
bamboo pole with a jar attached to collect 
water samples. 

Chit-chat soon erupted in both Chinese and 
English. It was an amazing sight for the curi-
ous roadside florists. The ISB Futures Acad-
emy and Niulanshan school were partners in 
Project We Are One, a six-week collaborative 
unit that involved analyzing Beijing water-
ways to develop strategies that promote 
environmental sustainability. 

Most observations by students related to 
the rubbish both in the river and on the riv-
erbanks. Currently, modern Chinese cities 
dispose of waste in landfills or incinerators in 
city outskirts. However, organic waste stored 
in landfills does not decompose properly, 
leading to release of methane gas.

Nearing the end of their visit, the students 

ISB and Shunyi Experi-
mental School Unite for 
Project We Are One
By Sarah C, Grade 7

were provided large bags and thick gloves, 
giving them the chance to collect waste 
along the riverbanks. Litter ranged from food 
packaging to clothing, metal to wood, pieces 
of plastic to organic materials. We ended up 
with dozens of bags, all filled to the top with 
waste. 

Upon returning to ISB, we made some con-
clusions about our visit to the local water-
way. Futures Academy facilitators brought 
out a few whiteboards for the students to fill 
with wonderings, thoughts, and observations 
from their trip. 

Both Futures Academy and Niulanshan stu-
dents believe that a better, brighter, and 
cleaner future is achievable, but only if we 
work together. After all, this is Project We 
Are One. 
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The Fijian Embassy extended a heartfelt 
“vinaka” (“thank you”) to ISB and other lo-
cal international schools with a traditional 
kava-drinking ceremony on May 18. Held in 
the ISB theater, the ceremony was led by 
Fijian Ambassador to China Ioane Naivalurua 
in appreciation of the more than 1.4 million 
RMB collectively raised by ISB, the Western 
Academy of Beijing, British School of Beijing, 
Dulwich College Beijing, and Beijing City 
International School in support of Cyclone 
Winston relief efforts. 

The international schools’ donation was the 
largest private contribution to Fiji’s recovery 
worldwide. The funds will be used to rebuild 
Yasawa High School in Lautoka, Fiji’s sec-
ond-largest city.

Cyclone Winston tore through Fiji on Feb-
ruary 20, claiming 44 lives and destroying 
tens of thousands of homes and schools. 
Two weeks after the disaster, Ambassador 
Naivalurua was invited by ISB senior, Jerry 
Wu, to speak at a high school assembly. In-
spired to make a difference, Jerry and other 
ISB students collaborated with their peers 
at other international schools to organize a 
fundraising banquet at the Diaoyutai State 

ISB Hosts Fiji Thanks-
giving Ceremony for 
Cyclone Relief 
By Tom Fearon, 
Communications Specialist

Guesthouse on March 27.

Wearing a sulu (Fijian national dress), Am-
bassador Naivalurua paid tribute to students 
of each school who he described as “our 
heroes.” 

“Not long ago, I was here to talk about what 
happened to my country. We were here to 
ask for your help and to extend a helping 
hand to Fiji in our time of need. It has hap-
pened, and now on behalf of the people 
affected by Cyclone Winston, I’m here to say 
thank you,” he said. 

Speaking at the ceremony, ISB Head of 
School Tarek Razik hailed the fundraising 
campaign as an inspiring, collaborative effort 
that exemplified ISB’s core values: respect, 
service, and global-mindedness.

“I really want to thank Jerry and the students 
from our caring school communities. It goes 
to show that in times of crisis, we can really 
make a difference to people’s lives. Studying 
is important, but it’s not more important than 
helping others. This is a great example of 
how we can come together collectively and 
help others,” he said.

Ambassador Naivalurua presented heads of 
school with framed Fijian flags and jerseys 
signed by his country’s rugby sevens nation-
al team. 

“How we come together during our time of 
need reflects who we are. Today’s ceremony 
is about honoring your kindness and symbol-
izing our deep appreciation,” he said.



The Bulletin Vol 2 Issue 3  
Spring 2015-16

16

Spring break is normally a time for high 
school students to unwind from the pres-
sures of assessments and college applica-
tions. But for volunteers from ISB’s Green 
Environment Center (GEC), it’s an opportu-
nity to encourage environmental sustain-
ability in rural Chinese communities. Found-
ed in 2012, GEC is a high school service 
group that promotes environmental protec-
tion through its partnerships with remote 
schools.

From March 28 to April 1, seven students 
from the group traveled to Lijiang, Yunnan 
Province, where they partnered with a local 
vocational school. Staying in the UNESCO 
World Heritage-listed ancient town, they also 
participated in cultural activities with stu-
dents from local ethnic minorities including 
the Yi, Bai, Naxi, and Tibetan groups.

“Interacting with the other kids was really 
fun. They were shy at first, but once they 
saw we were friendly they really opened up,” 
said Sunny S, a Grade 11 student.

GEC’s mission is to promote environmental 
conservation and sustainability at Chinese 
schools through eco-friendly initiatives.  

HS Students Promote 
‘Green’ Living in  
Yunnan 
By Tom Fearon, 
Communications Specialist

Peter L, also in Grade 11, joined GEC short-
ly after it was founded by family friend and 
Class of 2015 alumnus, William Kim. Peter 
said ISB’s juniors “do most of the work” in 
terms of planning and developing initiatives, 
while seniors act as mentors on the trips.

“Every year we visit one of the old schools 
we partnered with to check on its progress 
and visit a new school. We suggest ideas 
that range from reducing food waste to using 
both sides of paper. Although these are sim-
ple actions, they can make a big difference,” 
he said.

Unlike most other ISB service clubs that are 
overseen by teachers, Sunny noted GEC is 
“completely student-driven.”

“We book our own flights and arrange our 
own accommodation. Everything is orga-
nized by us,” she explained.

The group also allows students to learn key 
L21 skills at the core of ISB’s curriculum, 
and develop a deeper understanding of the 
school’s values including global-minded-
ness, balance, respect, and service.

“Each trip teaches us a lot about leadership 
and responsibility. It was also a valuable op-
portunity to know what it means to be glob-
ally-minded, not just in terms of promoting 
sustainability but also through recognizing 
how we are all in this together,” said Peter.

Reflecting on their spring break experience 
in Lijiang, both Sunny and Peter said it had 
fostered a deeper connection to their host 
country.

“I went there expecting to teach (local stu-
dents) what I know about environmental 
conservation. I thought I would be helping 
‘fix’ certain behaviors, but I realized most of 
them were doing things I don’t even do in 
terms of embracing a ‘green’ lifestyle,” Peter 
said. 

“Overall it was just really fun. Even though 
we met new people who on the surface 
seemed very different, we actually liked the 
sports, music, and had the same values.”
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Since her first day at ISB in PreK 14 years 
ago, Fiona L has always enjoyed exploring 
her creative side through art. From drawing 
pictures to creating digital designs, art has 
allowed her to embrace bold ideas.

“It has always been a big part of my ISB ex-
perience. In high school, I took art because 
it provided an outlet for expression and I 
always felt like I had something to say,” she 
said. 

Fiona was one of a dozen IB art students 
whose works were displayed at a weeklong 
exhibition that concluded on March 25. The 
exhibition was the final assessment for IB art 
students, who curated works created over 
the past two years.  

“There is a sense of relief because it’s all 
finally over, but I’m also excited to share my 
work. At the end of the day, the reason I cre-
ate art is to create a reaction. It’s exciting to 
see people react to your art,” Fiona said.

Connecting with viewers

Among Fiona’s exhibits were several text-
based abstract artworks. One of her acryl-
ic-on-canvas works, Please, was created in 
May last year when assignments (and stress 
levels) peaked. Another of her works, For 

IB Art Exhibition 
Showcases Creativity  
By Tom Fearon, 
Communications Specialist

Real, represented a synthesis of different 
types of media; the charcoal drawing was 
washed in turpentine and water before being 
photographed and edited. 

Fiona, who plans to study management next 
year at Parsons School of Design in New 
York, also provided a thought-provoking in-
trospect in her digital artwork View. 

Featuring a sketched woman with a dozen 
blinking eyes displayed on a tablet, View was 
inspired by the feminist concept of the “male 
gaze,” which refers to the way visual arts are 
structured around a masculine viewer.   

“I wanted to create something that reflected 
the ‘female gaze,’” she explained. 

Exploring forms and contexts

Selina D aimed to send a message though 
her art about the impact of human greed on 
sustainability. Despite the global movement 
to combat climate change, there are other 
pressing issues we seldom acknowledge in 
life partly because they have become nor-
malized.

“I originally focused on environmentalism, 
but gradually I realized it’s not just the envi-
ronment we need to save; we also need to 
address internal factors, as well as the exter-
nal ones,” she said. 

For Every Second Matters, Selina asked 60 
people to identify an object that felt best 
represents them. Displayed in small white 
frames, her pictures included everything 
from religion to iPhones. 

Selina credited IB art teacher Brian Rev-
erman for supporting students each step 
of the creative process from conception to 
creation.

“Mr. Reverman did an amazing job in terms 
of navigating the IB curriculum and encour-
aging us to engage in art in everyday life. 
He taught us a lot about how to explore our 
themes in terms of form and context,” she 
said.

Pushing creative boundaries

Influenced by French filmmaker Alain Res-
nais, Leah M embraced retro and contem-
porary influences for Snap. Projected on to 
a wall, the digital installation featured 10 of 
Leah’s expressions that play on a GIF-like 
loop.      

The work was shot with a camera on a tri-
pod in the dark room with the illumination of 
a safelight. The images were then edited in 
PhotoShop before being displayed as a grid 
in iMovie.

“I realized that people are really good at 
manipulating themselves to appear a certain 
way to other people. In one day, there could 
be a thousand different ways you choose to 
present yourself. You can be organic or ob-
scure,” she said.

Leah also showcased paintings including 
Dismantle and Rebuild, both Picasso-like 
charcoal-and-ink works of multiple-eyed 
faces, and Origin, a family portrait of blank 
faces upon exaggerated necks.
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“Experiential learning” is a buzzword at ISB 
that can be difficult to define. It can even be 
a topic of fierce debate among students but, 
as one myself, I can attest that the benefits 
it brings by way of opportunities and re-
al-world experiences are irrefutable.

For half a week just before the Chinese New 
Year holiday, I had the privilege of joining the 
Semester at Sea program as an inter-port 
student aboard the MV World Odyssey, an 
elegant German ship that sailed from Kobe, 
Japan to Shanghai, China. The ship itself 
was truly grand, containing several class-
rooms, two dining rooms, a lounge, piano 
bar, outdoor pool, and gym. There was even 
a multi-story, multi-purpose theater that 
functioned as a student union, so it’s not 

Semester at Sea: A 
Voyage of Self-Dis-
covery
By Scotty W, Grade 12

surprising as to why the whole shipboard 
community would object to their home and 
campus jokingly being called a “boat,” as I 
figured out the hard way.

The bulk of my role as an inter-port student 
lied in attempting to introduce the shipboard 
community to the country that they would be 
visiting in just the three short days I had after 
their departure of Kobe, prior to their arrival 
in Shanghai. This mostly included participat-
ing in several discussions and seminars with 
the students and faculty on board the ship 
with topics ranging from bargaining strate-
gies, to local must-try foods, an even ranged 
to helping book airline and train transporta-
tion around China. 

Aside from providing a enjoyable trip to 
Kobe and Shanghai, the Semester at Sea 
inter-port students’ program provides stu-
dents with several enriching opportunities 
that can’t be experienced in a conventional 
classroom. One such experience for me was 
not in the places I traveled to, but the people 
with whom I traveled. 

During my time aboard journeying with MV 
World Odyssey, I was accompanied in my 
endeavor by William Duff, the chief of the 
political and economic section at the US 
consulate in Shanghai. It was through Mr. 
Duff that I got the most out of the Semester 
at Sea inter-port student experience; I had 
the chance to have dinner with him our first 
night aboard the ship, and we shared meals 

and discussions in the large dining rooms 
aboard the ship a few other times throughout 
the weekend. 

Upon my return to Beijing, the rocking sen-
sation of the waves stayed in my head for 
nearly a week, an enjoyable, throbbing ex-
perience comparable to the one time I at-
tempted to take the cable elevator onboard 
the ship up all nine flights without it suddenly 
jerking or getting stuck. Yet there was an 
aspect to the journey that I definitely miss, 
and I’m grateful for the opportunities I had, 
the people I met, and the insights I gained 
throughout my journey with the Semester at 
Sea.
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Shunyi No. 1 High School students were 
given a warm ISB welcome on May 6 as part 
of a student exchange program. Nearly 30 
students from the local Chinese school ex-
perienced a day in the life of their ISB high 
school peers by attending various classes 
and making new friends. Five teachers from 
the Shunyi No. 1 High School also partici-
pated in the educational exchange, which is 
now in its second year.
On May 5, ISB high school students spent 
a half day at the Shunyi No. 1 High School 

ISB and Shunyi High 
School in Student 
Exchange
By Tom Fearon, 
Communications Specialist

to gain insight into China’s education sys-
tem. ISB A4 Chinese teacher Cheng Chuyu 
described the experience as “an authentic, 
meaningful learning opportunity.” 
“As a language teacher, it was really grat-
ifying to see my students demonstrating 
their Chinese skills outside of the classroom 
setting. In class we watched a documenta-
ry about China’s education system, but the 
opportunity for our students to visit and par-
ticipate in classes at the Shunyi No. 1 High 
School provided them with a deeper under-

standing of education in China,” she said. 
Working together in small groups, students 
from both schools answered three essential 
questions to reflect on their exchange: What 
were some of the differences between both 
schools? What were some similarities? And 
what were the most interesting experiences 
for each student?
“As part of our unit we read 10 short sto-
ries about education. A common theme that 
emerged is that education worldwide is con-
stantly evolving,” Ms. Cheng explained.

In addition to learning outcomes, students 
from both sides cherished the opportunity to 
communicate and collaborate outside of the 
classroom.
“It was great to see the students learn they 
actually share a lot of common interests. At 
the end of the exchange they were adding 
each other on WeChat and taking selfies to-
gether like all teenagers,” said Ms. Cheng.
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“Two beeps or not two 
beeps – that is the question.” 
Well, I guess it is if a Behe-
mothian green-eyed mon-
ster is trying to grab you! 
We were like one-eyed cats 
peeping in a seafood store 
as Tom Rosevear’s wonder-
ful production of Return to 
the Forbidden Planet fizzled 
and sparkled before us. 

Brewed from a unique al-
chemical mix of goofy 50s 
sci-fi B movies and Fake-
speare, Tom marshaled his 
talented young cast through 
a meandering, delightfully 
retro plot. Even Will’s solil-

oquy was surely matched 
by the aesthetic: “I hear the 
sound of a gentle word. On 
the wind that lifts her per-
fume through the air.”  

On the subject of wind, Rob-
ert C (Captain Tempest) sure 
blew up a storm, a veritable 
eponymous tempest with 
a powerful performance 
crowned with a melodious 
singing voice that even 
made those high notes on 
“Good Vibrations.” Elizabeth 
W (Miranda) surprised us all 
with her transformation of 
naïve, innocent daughter to 
space nymphet clad in Bay 
City Roller boots and a silver 
and maroon Freudian slip. 
Beautiful Elizabeth was at 
her best recreating the per-
fect ‘50s singing style for the 
evocative, innocent songs of 
yesteryear. 

Lailai L (Ariel) impressed 
with her alacrity on the hov-
erboard and great singing 
voice. She was utterly con-
vincing with quirkiness and 
Stephen Hawking vocaliza-
tions aplenty. Low-fi effects 
were at their most charming 
when her phasers scorched 
the monster.

Cod Shakespeare: “Be-
ware the ids of March” was 

A ‘Gloria-ous’ Triumph 
of an ISB Show

churned out in iambic pen-
tameter worthy of the Bard 
himself by a word-perfect 
cast. “But soft. What light 
through yonder airlock 
breaks?” brought delight and 
laughter. Chen-hui L (Cook-
ie), love foil for the Captain, 
carried the show forward 
with energy and aplomb and 
the audience adored his duet 
with Sang Y (Bosun).  

Chen-hui’s “She’s Not There” 
was a masterpiece! Melanie 
B (Navigation Officer) in Prin-
cess Leia doughnuts, pro-
peled things along through 
serious moments when the 
cyclostrom went into isocho-
ric collapse and Elias Kibby 
(Newsreader) clad in alien 
blue helped explain things 
from video screens above 
(well done, techno/SFX 
team!) 

Josh T (Doctor Prospero) 
had the most difficult role. 
Avoiding stereotypes of past 
mad scientists (the show 
is 26 years old), his subtle 
interpretation of the role lent 
credence to his every move 
and facial expression. Who 
could look into his eyes as 
he squeezed value out of the 
material and frosted green 
bottle? Nadine Rosevear, 
brilliant costume designer, 

Editor’s Note:
On the sidelines of the recent Super APAC Bad-
minton tournament at ISB, Hong Kong Interna-
tional School coach Kevin Mansell attended the 
April 15 show of high school musical Return To 
The Forbidden Planet. Mr. Mansell paid tribute to 
the outstanding talent of the cast and crew with 
this fun, heartfelt review:
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had Prospero suitably de-
ranged in black plastic Vic-
toriana. Evelyne C (Science 
Officer) had the stage pres-
ence and wow vocal chords 
to woo us all. She thoroughly 
deserves the epithet “Glo-
ria-ous!” Evelyne charged 
her whole body to lend flavor 
to the musical and dramatic 
extremes of her character. 

Spliced as it was from 
Twelfth Night, Julius Caesar, 
MacBeth, Henry V , A Mid-
summer’s Night Dream and 
The Tempest, the cheesy, 
trippy plot segued into crus-
cating rock ‘n’ roll. There is 
something undeniably joy-
ful about huge hits being 
sung, danced and hand-jived  
(dazzling high energy chore-
ography!) by the exuberant 
ISB students. The bop-along 
factor is quite irresistible. 
This is a young, fun-lovers 
genre! 

Any music that doesn’t make 
you set gee-tars on fire, 
sledgehammer uptight pia-
nos and eviscerate cinema 
seats ain’t worth listening 
to. Rick Freeman and Vyvi-
enne Schapel fully under-
stand this. They masterfully 
kept the show band tight, 
rhythmical, textured and at 
just the right Goldilockian 

volume. Mr. Bassman, Josh 
S, was superb. Umut Ersoy, 
metronomic, and how did 
those guitars (Elias K & Alan 
L) get just the right twang-
pingy valve amplifier guitar 
sound beloved of half-empty 
‘60s church halls and prom 
balls? Max B prodded in to 
add trombone rich texture 
and keyboards imitated the 
Terror on Great Balls of Fire. 
Wipeout and Telstar were 
so evocative! Kudos to Ms. 
Schapel who provided poi-
gnant, sensitive keyboard 
support and lent ‘voice’ to 
the jukebox palimpsest of 
golden oldies. She worked 
her choral magic over all, 
realizing the tuneful potential 
(or not) of her charges.  

Underneath a starry, star-
ry sky, the brilliant set 
pulsed, the special effects 
Star Trekked, the audience 
strained in reverse polarity, 
passed judgment with their 
thumbs and cooed their 
delight as the show came 
to its fantastic, scintillating, 
colorful, all-action conclu-
sion. Some fifty younger On 
Pointe students joined the 
wonderfully talented crew 
members (Anna B, Mina K, 
Ariana L, BC H, Courtney T, 
Nicolas H, Ray K and Nik K) 
in an all-out bop ‘til you drop 

finale!

Corny? Yes. Over-the-top? 
Certainly. B-Movie-ish? Un-
deniably. Did you love every 
be-bop a lunar of it? I’m just 
a poor reviewer whose inten-
tions are good. Please don’t 
let me be misunderstood. I 
loved every single electric 
nanosecond of it!
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The High School IB A-level Chinese students 
had the unique opportunity to learn from Lu 
Xun’s creations during a recent visit to the 
Beijing Lu Xun Museum at Fu Cheng Gate 
Avenue downtown. The A-level Chinese stu-
dents have just dived into the literary bril-
liance of the Chinese writer. His abstruse 
writings, from essays to poetry, however, re-
quire the students to develop a profound un-
derstanding of his cultural background and 
political standing. A visit to the Lu Xun Muse-
um helped students solidify their knowledge 
and appreciation for his written works.

The students’ first stop was the May the 4th 
Movement Monument. Originally unaware of 
China’s revolutionary history, the internation-
al students easily dismissed the odd passer-
by of the vintage red structure in the central 

Beijing District of Dongcheng for just another 
building. Its modesty in appearance fails to 
parallel with its historical significance. The 
simple yet elegant structure of the dark red 
building was once home to the Beijing Uni-
versity during a historical period of political 
upheaval. The building became the head-
quarters for the launch of the May 4th Move-
ment in 1919. The halls of the university were 
once bustling with young, liberal intellects 
eager to incite revolutionary political chang-
es for China. The students and faculty were 
inspired by Western figureheads of political 
influence in the Russian revolution and cou-
rageously took the first step in the Chinese 
revolution that eventually led to complete 
abolishment of Imperialism. 

Stepping into the university that Lu Xun once 

wholeheartedly devoted to was a surreal ex-
perience for the Chinese students. Although 
the building has undergone intense renova-
tions in the past century, the aura of Lu Xun’s 
fervor for knowledge and spirit lingers. The 
students analyzed preserved documents 
from the ground shaking movement that the 
building once cradled with a genuine fas-
cination for how China’s modern political 
structure came to be. Being surrounded by 
the same ordinary, dusty desks and tables 
and walking in the same footsteps of re-
nowned revolutionary thinkers is a humbling 
experience for all.

The students settled for lunch on the sunny 
rooftop of an adorable, Chinese restaurant 
near the monument. Enjoying mouthwater-
ing Chinese cuisine surrounded by historical 

landmarks created a truly authentic Chinese 
experience that is difficult to be found in the 
international scene of ISB and the Shunyi 
District.

The students continued their historical ex-
plorations at another location: The Beijing Lu 
Xun Museum, where they took an exclusive 
look at not only Lu Xun’s political and literary 
accomplishments, but also brilliant colors of 
his personal life. Provided with handy clip-
boards, they exhaustively recorded every 
detail about Lu Xun’s life. The students were 
thoroughly captivated by his life-long polit-
ical and ideological battle and inspired by 
his strong character, and therefore gained a 
newfound admiration for his work.

Studying a Revolutionary 
Chapter of Chinese  
History
By Amy L, Grade 11

“Creation, even when it is a 
mere outpouring from the 
heart, wishes to find a public. 
By definition, creation is socia-
ble. Yet it can be satisfied with 
merely one single reader: an 
old friend, a lover.”  
–  Lu Xun, Chinese writer
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Lord of the Strings: 
NCPA Stars Perform 
at ISB
By Tom Fearon, 
Communications Specialist

ISB staged an all-star recital on May 17 fea-
turing famous violin soloist, Lü Siqing, and 
the world-renowned Shanghai String Quar-
tet. The school’s theater adopted the ambi-
ence of the National Centre of the Perform-
ing Arts (NCPA) as Mr. Lü and the Shanghai 
String Quartet played a rousing program of 
Mendelssohn, Borodin, Debussy, Dvorak, 
and Mozart. 

Mr. Lü, an ISB father-of-two, began studying 
the violin at the age of 4 and was accepted 
into the prestigious Central Conservatory of 
Music at the age of 8. A regular performer 
at the NCPA, Mr. Lü was recently appointed 
artistic director for this year’s May Festival. 
Eager to share his love for music with the 
ISB community, he invited the Shanghai 
String Quartet to perform at the theater and 
share the stage with ISB’s high school or-
chestra. 

“The chance to perform with one of the 
world’s foremost chamber ensembles is a 
once-in-a-lifetime opportunity,” said Cindy 
Bulteel, ISB’s high school orchestra conduc-
tor. “This is a special occasion and we are 
very grateful to Maestro Lü. It’s an honor to 
have him perform in our theater.”
In between his solo performances, Mr. Lü 

explained to parents, teachers, and students 
how the school recital marked a unique mile-
stone in his musical career.

“I’ve been friends with a couple of the quar-
tet’s musicians for many years. However, as 
we were rehearsing I realized this is the first 
time we’ve all performed together on the 
same stage,” he said.

Mr. Lü praised ISB’s performing arts depart-
ment, lauding teachers for igniting children’s 
lifelong passion for music. 

“As a proud ISB parent, I think the music 
program here is wonderful. Everyone enjoys 
their music, and I thank Ms. Bulteel and all 
the other music teachers who have done a 
great job inspiring students to pursue their 
creative passion,” he said.

Founded in 1983, the Shanghai String Quar-
tet is one of the world’s busiest ensembles, 
performing more than 200 days a year. Fol-
lowing their performance, Mr. Lü expressed 
his desire to invite more world-class musi-
cians to perform for the ISB community. 
“I really hope in the future I will have more 
opportunities to bring other outstanding mu-
sicians to ISB,” he said. 
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All the World’s a Stage 
at APAC Theater  
By Kelsey S, Grade 11

APAC Theater 2016 was an unforgettable 
experience from the moment we met our 
homestays to the final goodbyes. With a 
theme of "Best Foot Forward," each school 
in attendance was required to devise and 
present a piece of theater depicting this 
theme. The performances varied from a co-
medic collection of scenes emphasizing 
aspects of feet to a piece giving dark mean-
ing, to the struggle of survival, to a portrayal 
of a dystopian society. It was clear that each 
school put its “best foot forward” to ensure a 
successful performance. 

This year’s festival centered on physical the-
ater which uses physical movements to tell  
a story and to express emotion. APAC The-
ater gave us the opportunity to learn from 
and collaborate with guests, Megan Campisi  
and Mark Hill who are considered experts in 
physical theater. On the first day, all of the 
students were divided into ensembles  
of mixed schools. These ensembles rotated  
to different workshops conducted by the  
visiting experts and ISB teachers including 
Mrs. Northcott, Mrs. Lau, Mrs. Anichowski, 
and Mr. Panych. Within the workshops, we  
were taught to be aware of our bodies and  
movements and practiced exaggerating  
some movements to create a character  
and a story. 

It was not until the second day that each 
of the ensembles began creating another 
piece of theater around the theme of “migra-
tion”. My personal ensemble, led by Megan 
Campisi, dissected the emotional and per-
sonal aspects of migration. One of the guid-
ing scenes was the point “where there are 
no words left to say” when saying goodbye 
forever. With this premise, we began devis-
ing. Throughout the process, everyone in my 
ensemble was oblivious to the fact that we 
were devising because it ran so smoothly. 
Everyone was very enthusiastic to create 
but we all were keen to listen to each oth-
er’s ideas and opinions, producing an atmo-
sphere that was open and very personal. I 
admit that after this process, I was shocked 
that we actually created a piece of theater 
consisting of limited spoken words and an 
abundance of physical movement and vivid 
expression. 

APAC Theater is unlike any other APAC be-
cause of its collaborative, encouraging, and 
supportive atmosphere. Everyone instanta-
neously becomes friends who can start con-
versations without the pressures of others’ 
judgments. Pure excitement and passion is 
displayed through not only the final perfor-
mances but also through the interactions be-
tween individuals, experts, and teachers. If 
you ask someone who participated in APAC 
Theater, I can guarantee that they will say 
that they are having “Post-APAC Theater de-
pression” because they miss all of the peo-
ple and the experience they had as a whole. 
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Last quarter, the performing arts teachers 
and students busily prepared for the Simply 
Concert series. The Simply program consists 
of Simply Strings, Simply Choir and Simply 
Band, each of which shares the purpose of 
showcasing the progress that students have 
made throughout the year. Simply Strings 
marks the beginning of the Simply program 
at ISB each year.
 
Within each performing arts group, there 
are different ensembles that vary in grade 
and skill level. For the elementary school 
orchestras, the students are placed in dif-
ferent groups that are named after famous 
composers such as Mozart and Vivaldi. In 
the middle school strings program, there is 
a training, an intermediate, and an advanced 
group. Students are selected to play in the 
Advanced group through auditions. As op-
posed to the multiple groups in elementary 
and middle school, when students move 
up to high school, there is only one big or-
chestra. Nonetheless, members within the 
orchestra are selected to form a separate 
ensemble called the High School Advanced 
orchestra.  As students continue to grow 
up, they’ll prove how much they improved in 

Performing Arts 
Meets Passion in 
Simply Series 
By Louisa S and Anson W, Grade 9

the previous year and move up the various 
groups.
 
On March 3rd, students from Elementary 
School and High School performed in the 
first Simply Strings concert of the year. The 
High School Concert Orchestra opened the 
concert strongly; students, parents, teachers 
as well as the young performers themselves 
were given an insight on the level the ele-
mentary and middle school students would 
achieve if they continued to play in an or-
chestra. The HS Orchestra played two piec-
es: “Divertimento in F Major” by Mozart and 
“Rhosymedre” by Ralph Vaughan Williams 
(orchestrated by Arnold Foster). Then, it was 
the elementary students’ turn to show their 
parents just how much they grew through-
out the year. Beginning 1 Ensemble played 
“Chanson Populaire Francaise”, which is 
a French folk song, “Can-can” by Jacques 
Offenbach, and “Long, long ago” by Thomas 
Haynes Bayly. Beginning 2 Ensemble played 
“Canon” by Johan Pachelbel, “Spring” by 
Antonio Vivaldi, and “Polly Wolly Doodle”, an 
American folk song. The Vivaldi Ensemble 
played “Men of Harlech” from “Folk Songs of 
the British Isles”, arranged for string orches-

tra by Marsha Chusmir Shapiro, and “Tribal 
Dance” by Brian Balmages. The Mozart En-
semble played “Amazing Grace”, which is 
arranged by John Edmondson and “Velocity” 
by Brian Balmages. Finally, to end the first 
simply strings concert, the High School or-
chestra worked together with talented danc-
ers from the On Pointe Dance Studio to put 
up an amazing finale for the audience. The 
dance was choreographed by Chloe Brydges 
and Megan Lewis, directors of the On Pointe 
Dance Studio.
 
The second Simply Strings concert took 
place on March 8th, in which students from 
the Middle School and High School per-
formed. Like the previous concert, the High 
School orchestra performed first, playing 
the same songs as those of the first con-
cert. Then the Middle School Intermediate 
Orchestra played “Such Sweet Sorrow” by 
Jeremy Woolstenhulme and “Boreas” by 
Todd Parrish. After that, the Middle School 
Advanced Orchestra performed. Students 
played “Overture” by Handel and “Mantras” 
by Richard Meyer.

In this second concert, to make things a 

little more exciting, a new piece was played: 
“Bollywood Strings” arranged by Julie Ly-
onn Leiberman. Bollywood Strings was a 
collaboration between the full High School 
Orchestra and the Middle School Advanced 
Orchestra. In this piece, some Middle School 
and High School students were given solo 
parts to play in the beginning of the music, 
whilst everyone else played the accompa-
niment. This piece was also accompanied 
by a dance by the On Pointe Dance Studio, 
choreographed by Megan Lewis. The rest of 
the High School Orchestra’s repertoire was 
the same as the one performed in the first 
concert, ending the last Simply Strings of the 
year with “Danza Finale” from Entancia by 
Robert Longfield. Just like the first concert, it 
is hoped that after watching the High School 
Orchestra, parents and younger students will 
be able to see what their kids, or they will be 
able to accomplish one day. 
 
Another year of Simply concerts has passed 
and now that the end of the school year is 
coming up, there are only a few concerts left. 
Encourage your friends and family to watch 
too! These concerts are a great way to wrap 
up the school year!
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The Grade 1 students performed a number of Chinese fairy 
tales at the end of January in preparation for Chinese New 
Year. In their performing arts classes, students enjoyed cre-
ating their own dramas, and using instrumental music and 
singing to portray the stories of “The Goldfish and the Drag-
on Gate,” “The Little Tadpoles,” “Sima Guang,” and “The 
Little Monkey”. The students first learned about the stories 
in their Chinese classes, and then continued to explore them 
in performing arts with Mr. Enders. In visual arts with Mrs. 
Eveland, students made drawings of each of the parts in the 
fairy tales. 

Then, they projected them onto the Smartboard and traced 
bigger versions of their drawings. The students painted them 
with watercolor paint, cut them out and glued them onto the 
background.  Each class had a group of students working 
together to paint the background behind the drawings. 

Thanks to Ms. Selma Ma for helping to coordinate the stu-
dents and Ms. Tina Zhang for painting the titles in Chinese 

Kindergarten, Grade 1 
Concerts Seal Fairy-
tale Ending 
By Matt Enders, LES Music Teacher

calligraphy. Students were very excited to perform their sto-
ries to the packed audience of friends and family.

On Tuesday, March 1st, Kindergarten students took to the 
stage to perform their Nursery Rhyme show . The students 
brought to life the nursery rhymes of “Hickory, Dickory, 
Dock,” “Three Blind Mice,” “Rub a Dub Dub,” “Simple Si-
mon,” “Jack Be Nimble” and “Pease Porridge Hot.”

In performing arts class, the three classes incorporated 
elements of music, drama and movement to portray their 
rhymes to an audience of very enthusiastic peers and par-
ents. Kindergartners worked together in visual arts class to 
create the banners for the musical. Some students made 
parts for the banner, others helped paint and cut out letters.  
The banners can be seen for a few weeks in the Sunny Hall-
way.   
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Twenty ISB middle school thespians 
showcased their dramatic, movement, 
collaborative and theater skills in a 
three-day International Schools Theater 
Association (ISTA) festival hosted by 
Taipei American School. 

ISTA is an international organization 
based in the UK, with more than 200 
member schools that participate in 
some 50 festivals around the world 
each year. ISTA connects young peo-
ple, teachers and artists through the-
ater.

“It was a once in a lifetime opportunity 
to meet and collaborate with people 
from around the world to express our 
knowledge of theater and the dramatic 
arts,” shared Claudia H, a Grade 8 stu-
dent.

ISB Drama Students 
Hone Skills at ISTA 
Festival
By Hannah Northcott, 
MS Drama Teacher
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ISB held its 11th annual One-Act Festival on 
January 21 and 22 with a lineup of innovative 
plays that embraced the beauty and brevi-
ty of theater. This year’s billing featured 10 
plays spanning a diverse range of genres.
 
“For many people, it’s their favorite theater 
event of the year because there is so much 
variety and so many different types of plays 
going on. I think the variety of what’s on 
show in the One-Act Festival is something 
that attracts people and they remember it 
and look forward to it,” said high school dra-
ma teacher and One-Act Festival coordina-
tor, Tom Rosevear.

The theater and Black Box attracted en-
thusiastic crowds of students, parents, and 
teachers for each of the performances that 

included dramas, comedies, and even a 
murder mystery.

The festival instills key L21 skills including 
leadership and responsibility by requiring 
students to take ownership of every aspect 
in their plays. In addition to writing, directing, 
and acting, students design and build their 
sets and organize rehearsals.

Co-directed by Grade 10 students Maya L 
and Catherine G, Three Minutes was staged 
in the Black Box with a minimalist set that 
featured just a button, screen, and table. The 
play’s original story centers on four strang-
ers who awake in a sealed room to find that 
their memories have been wiped clean. A 
mysterious button lies in the middle of the 
room, prompting the characters to debate 

whether it should be pressed or not.

“It started out of nowhere. I was brainstorm-
ing different ideas and thought this (sto-
ryline) would be interesting. I’m interested in 
acting, but this year I wanted to go beyond 
that and try my hand at writing and direct-
ing,” Catherine said. “I love creative writing, 
and that was my main motivation to get 
involved and do this. Seeing something we 
created from scratch come to life was really 
amazing.”

Chen-Hui L, who played the role of Jonald in 
Three Minutes and starred in two other plays 
at the festival, said he was drawn to the play 
by its unique storyline when auditions were 
held in October.

Creativity Takes  
Center Stage at  
One-Act Festival  
By Tom Fearon,  
Communications Specialist

“I feel like the festival provides a good taste 
of what things will be like for us beyond ISB. 
Instead of having someone tell us what to do 
and how to do it, we have to take charge and 
figure it out ourselves,” said Chen-Hui, who 
made his festival debut last year with Denko.

The One-Act Festival optimizes each stu-
dent’s capacity to learn through individual-
ized experiences and opportunities, a key 
initiative of Strategic Plan IV. “It goes beyond 
theater – these are life skills. Obviously, stu-
dents are learning to direct and work with 
others, which gives them leadership qual-
ities. That involvement with their own cre-
ation is something they learn a lot about and 
bringing it to successful fruition – it’s kind of 
like managing a project all by yourself,” said 
Mr. Rosevear.
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ISB parents had an early taste of Spring 
Festival celebrations at a PTA-organized 
tea party on January 22. More than 250 at-
tendees were treated to 14 traditional Asian 
performances by parent groups and the 
school’s Chinese program faculty. Masters of 
ceremony Hanbing Wang, PTA coordinator, 
and Marc Murphy, ISB Board trustee, thrilled 
the audience with their good-humored par-
ticipation in one of the entertaining show 
numbers. Attendees were also treated to a 
lovely buffet lunch at the new Yosemite D 
clubhouse.

Special thanks to Hanbing and her team of 
volunteers for their tireless efforts, the parent 
performers for entertaining the crowd, and 
Luneng Management company for providing 
the venue and lunch.

ISB Parents Celebrate 
Spring Festival with 
Tea Party  
By Nadine Pettman, PTA
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The 2016 ISB Spring Fair 
served up a day of family fun 
on May 7, with hundreds of 
people flocking to the school 
to enjoy a diverse selection 
of food, entertainment, and 
stalls run by dozens of ven-
dors and students.
The ISB Spring Fair is a 
proud school tradition made 
possible each year by the ef-
forts of PTA volunteers, who 
ensure a memorable day for 
the local community. This 
year’s Spring Fair lived up 
to the annual celebration’s 
reputation for fun and festiv-
ities, while also giving local 
families a window into ISB’s 
inclusive, respectful commu-
nity.

“We couldn’t have asked 
for a better day for the 2016 
Spring Fair – blue skies and 
warm weather set the stage 
for a fantastic day! The PTA 
extends huge thanks to the 
organizing committee, hun-
dreds of volunteers – par-
ents, staff and students alike 
– and generous sponsors 

that made the event possi-
ble. Without this small army, 
the PTA wouldn’t be able to 
offer this annual event to our 
own ISB families and sur-
rounding community mem-
bers,” said Nadine Pettman, 
PTA 1st Vice President.

Events at the fair included 
activities and games on the 
main field, food and bever-
age stalls in the cafeterias, 
and a bazaar-like market 
in the Fitness and Tennis 
Center where visitors could 
browse everything from 
exotic carpets to arts and 
crafts for kids. 

One of the highlights was 
the much anticipated raffle 
draw, which this year fea-
tured an extravagant show-
case of prizes including the 
latest tech gadgets, five-star 
hotel buffet and accommo-
dation vouchers, and two 
18-carat gold and diamond 
necklaces.

Many ISB students look for-

ISB Hosts Spectacular 
2016 Spring Fair   
By Tom Fearon,  
Communications Specialist
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fore Spring Fair, so we were 
up late making quite a few 
items,” said Stella F, who 
learned to use a sewing ma-
chine during the enrichment 
taught by Krista McGowan.

Stella and her classmates, 
who learned to iron on their 
designs to T-shirts by watch-
ing a YouTube tutorial, had 
a steady flow of customers 
throughout the day. Among 
their most popular items 
were bracelets and floral ear 
cuffs. 

“I’m really proud of the initia-
tive they showed,” said Lo-
retta Liu, Stella’s mom. “I’m 
so grateful there are these 
kinds of learning opportu-
nities at ISB that nurture 
our children’s creativity and 
innovation.”

The ISB Spring Fair is the 
PTA’s biggest event of the 
year, raising funds to pro-
vide valuable resources used 
to support student and ISB 
community initiatives in the 
coming school year.

ward to Spring Fair as a wel-
come opportunity to unwind 
amid stressful year-end ex-
ams and assessments. But 
for an enterprising group of 
sixth-graders, the day was 
also a chance to become 
entrepreneurs by selling their 
wares.

“These students spent 
countless hours leading up 
to Spring Fair, planning and 
preparing for their business 
ventures. And on the day, 
they sacrificed their own 
time to work at their booths. 
This is a great learning expe-
rience and exemplifies ISB’s 
approach and values,” said 
Cherry Wu, ISB Spring Fair 
Co-Chair.

Stella F, Yoobin C, Siena F, 
and Chelsey W made their 
debut as Spring Fair ven-
dors selling an impressive 
range of handmade T-shirts, 
pillows, and fashion acces-
sories. The sixth-graders 
ordered their materials from 
e-commerce website Taobao 
and trimmed, sewed, and 
weaved their creations using 
skills learned from the mid-
dle school Hands-On Sewing 
enrichment.

“Some of our materials 
only arrived the night be-
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ISB Alumnus Inspires 
with Message of  
Respect, Empathy    
By Tom Fearon,  
Communications Specialist

One of ISB’s earliest graduates went back 
to school to speak to high school students 
about the importance of respecting and lis-
tening to friends, family, and teachers. Seung 
Chan Lim (’95), better known as Slim, enliv-
ened the high school assembly on March 23 
with his TED-style talk that included person-
al anecdotes from his time studying at the 
Rhode Island School of Design and the valu-
able lessons he gained from his experience.

His presentation began with a story about 
creating a piece of glass art. His goal was 
to contort molten glass in its half-liquid, 
half-solid form to represent various verbs in-
cluding folding, bending, and rolling. Howev-
er, when it came to “tearing” glass he strug-
gled to come up with an accurate depiction.

“I spent several days trying until I finally did 
it. I was extremely excited. When I told my 
professor, I wanted recognition for achieving 
this amazing feat,” he recalled.

“But he looked at me funny. He said, ‘I’m not 
sure you’ve torn glass. What you’ve done 
is make it look torn as if it were a piece of 
paper. You need to learn how to respect the 
materiality of glass.’”

In a woodwork class, Slim recounted how he 
used a saw for the first time to make furni-
ture. Transfixed on his task, he was oblivious 
to the heavy drone of the saw roughly cut-
ting through the wood. 

“As I was sawing someone yelled out for me 
to stop and listen to the wood. He told me 
I needed to understand the wood was very 
honest. ‘if you’re only willing to listen it will 
tell you how you’re doing,’ he told me,” said 
Slim, who re-clamped the wood to a lower 
position to prevent it wobbling. The differ-
ence was immediately evident as the saw 
cut smoothly through the wood to a steady, 
and even harmonious, rhythm. 

“Listening is not just about hearing sounds, 
but understanding what they mean,” he add-
ed.

Slim, an author and project director of the 
consultancy firm Realizing Empathy, gives 
talks and runs workshops around the world 
intended to not only help others develop 
empathy, but also to challenge their under-
standing of what empathy is and how it can 
benefit our lives. 
 
In addition to his assembly presentation, 
he conducted workshops with high school 
art students that fostered empathy and 
strengthened listening skills. Grouped in 
pairs, students took turns speaking to each 
other about issues ranging from the public to 
the personal before their partners recounted 
what they had said. 

High school principal David Munro said 
Slim’s visit had inspired students by remind-

ing them to take time to listen and respect 
each other during one of the most challeng-
ing times of the school year.

“Every student I spoke to said how much 
they benefited from Slim’s talk and work-

shops. With impending assessments and 
exams, it’s easy for students to feel over-
whelmed and stressed around this time,” 
he said. “Slim’s uplifting message reminded 
students about the fruits of two of ISB’s core 
values: balance and respect.”
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ISB Alumnus Returns 
to Jazz Up Ensembles    
By Tom Fearon,  
Communications Specialist

ISB alumnus Jared Beckstead (’14) went 
back to school in May to share his musical 
expertise with students in the high school or-
chestra and jazz ensembles. Currently study-
ing jazz performance at the University of 
Manitoba, the double bassist has legendary 
status in ISB’s performing arts department.
 
“Jared was a really special student. He was 
part of our strings program for 10 years,” 
said Cindy Bulteel, high school orchestra 
conductor. “Many of our current students re-
member him and look up to him, so it is very 
meaningful that he has come back to coach 
and direct our orchestra in the final concert 
of the year.”
 
Jared led rhythm section workshops for the 
jazz band and helped the orchestra prepare 
for a piece involving improvisation.
 
“They don’t do much (improvisation) ordi-
narily in the orchestra, so I was really glad to 
share what I’ve learned,” he explained.
 
He also conducted the orchestra’s concert 
at ISB on May 12 and joined the jazz band 

for its performance at the Australia and New 
Zealand Association of Beijing’s Great Wall 
Ball on May 21.

 
“It was the same night as prom this year, so 
I stepped in to give some of the students the 
night off,” he chuckled.
 
Jared’s passion for music was sparked as 
a fourth-grader at ISB when he joined the 
elementary school orchestra. In middle 
and high school he continued to star in the 
school’s orchestra and jazz bands.
 
Last spring he returned to Beijing on vaca-
tion after completing his freshman year at 
university. This time around, however, he 
wanted to give back to the ISB community.
 
“I came back last year and was disappoint-
ed I didn’t get involved more, so this time I 
planned to keep busy during my time in Bei-
jing. Taking what I’ve learned at university 
and sharing it with ISB students has been 
both meaningful and stimulating,” he said.
 
With his high school experience still fresh in 
his mind, Jared said his approach to mento-
ring has been just like his approach to jazz: 
straight from the soul.
 
“I was in high school two years ago, so I re-
member how easy it is to tell when a teacher 
is putting something on; students don’t re-
spond well to that,” he said. “I just try to be 
as enthusiastic as possible. I definitely have 
seen a few students respond like, ‘Wow, this 
is cool. Let’s do more of this!’”
 

The Beckstead musical legacy at ISB runs 
deeper than Jared, whose father David 
taught IB Physics, Chemistry, and Music. Dr. 
Beckstead, described by Ms. Bulteel as “one 
of the most inspiring teachers ISB has em-
ployed,” also conducted the middle and high 
school jazz bands during his decade at ISB.  
 
Today Terry Hsieh, whose jazz quartet Jared 
has performed in, is continuing to develop 
ISB’s dynamic jazz program.
 
“Terry’s built a really good big band and 

maintained the same high level of enthu-
siasm among students. It’s comforting to 
know that since my dad left Terry has kept 
the jazz program alive,” said Jared, who as-
pires to go from third-culture kid to third-cul-
ture performer. 

“As a jazz musician, New York is a Mecca. 
I’d like to be there for a few years to learn 
and perform, ideally making connections 
that will take me all over the world.”
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The Great Homework 
Debate: How Young is 
Too Young?
By Rachel P, Grade 9

You walk in the door from a long day of work, 
tired and ready to enjoy a relaxing evening 
with your family. As you walk into the house 
you see your 8 year old sitting on the floor 
playing a video game. “Have you finished 
your homework?” you ask. They respond 
with a “no” and you spend the rest of your 
evening trying to help your child complete 
his/her assignment. Sometimes there are 
tears, refusals and frustration on both sides. 
Does this sound familiar? Many parents 
wonder if insisting that their elementary age 
children complete their homework is worth 
the effort. Should homework be banned in 
elementary schools?

Studies conducted by National Education 

Association and the National Parent-Teacher 
Association have shown that homework in 
elementary school “may be both taxing for 
the parents and overwhelming for the chil-
dren.” Fights over homework between the 
parent and child can damage personal re-
lationships. Students also relate homework 
to school, so if they dislike homework this 
carries over to a dislike of school at an early 
age. 

So if homework in elementary school can 
be beneficial, at what point do the harmful 
effects outweigh the benefits? Education 
leaders recommend following a 10-minute 
rule starting with ten minutes of homework in 
first grade and adding ten minutes for every 

grade after that. By giving kindergarten stu-
dents no homework it allows the students to 
foster a love of learning and an excitement 
for school, which can develop as the stu-
dents grow.

The key is striking a healthy balance be-
tween learning and letting kids be kids, ac-
cording to ISB’s elementary school principal 
Clarissa Sayson. “Although having home 
learning [homework] in elementary school 
can be helpful to help reinforce the content 
students learn in class, it is important for 
children that age to have unstructured time 
when they can unwind,” she said. 

Because too much homework can be detri-

mental to young students, it is important that 
schools and educators work with parents to 
find an appropriate balance for each child. 
“If homework becomes a fight, it is the par-
ents’ responsibility to communicate with the 
teacher by not only sharing the student’s 
reaction, but also by collaborating to make 
homework less stress inducing,” Ms. Sayson 
added.

The next time that you face a homework bat-
tle with your child, remember that homework 
at this age is supposed to foster a love of 
learning and school. Benefits are only expe-
rienced when the right types of homework 
are given in the right amounts at the right 
ages. 


