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Blue sky and beautiful fall weather ensured a picture-perfect 
International Day on October 23, which marked one of the 
event’s biggest celebrations in the school’s 35-year history. 
A festive atmosphere filled the stadium in the afternoon 
as families gathered to revel in the ISB community’s rich 
cultural diversity.
Festivities kicked off with an impressive school-wide parade 
featuring students proudly wearing their countries’ traditional 
dress and national colors. 
Families then embarked on a whirlwind tour of sights, tastes, 
sounds, and activities at parent-run showcase booths 
representing a wide variety of countries, continents, and 
cultures. 
Students rolled up their sleeves to try their hand at making 
and taste-testing specialty foods, playing instruments, 
dabbling in the arts, competing in games and sports, and 
much more! 
Audiences were also dazzled by energetic student 
performances of songs and dances from different corners of 
the globe.

Entertainment is always one of the highlights of International 
Day, and this year’s event didn’t disappoint. 
A lively two-hour program in the gym featured performances 
from ISB’s junior and Treble Makers fifth-grade choirs 
in addition to group and individual song and dance 
performances. Also on the entertainment lineup was a 
diverse array of cultural showcases based on customs from 
all over the world.
The PTA would like to express our sincere thanks to the 
many volunteers, performers, donors, and vendors who 
sealed a memorable International Day. 
Our students and parents learned so much and thoroughly 
enjoyed one of ISB’s biggest events, which embodies two of 
the school’s core values: global-mindedness and respect.

Fun, Food, and Festivities seal Memorable 2015 International Day 
By Nadine Pettman, PTA 

http://tube.isb.bj.edu.cn/viewerportal/isb/home.vp?programId=esc_program:22102
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ISB hosted its Terry Fox Run on September 25, with 
hundreds of enthusiastic students, parents, and teachers 
gathering to honor the Canadian humanitarian’s legacy. This 
year’s event was particularly special, with 2015 marking the 
35th anniversaries of both ISB and the Terry Fox Run.
“I remember in kindergarten when he (Terry Fox) started 
his Marathon of Hope. My teacher actually saw him run, 
which I thought was really cool. To see people celebrating 
this around the world is a wonderful thing. I don’t know if 
Terry Fox knew that he would have that much of an impact, 
but he definitely has and more,” said Megan Hardeman, an 
elementary school PE teacher.
As a teenager, Terry Fox was diagnosed with bone cancer 
that resulted in the amputation of his right leg. Determined 
to make a difference to the millions of lives affected by 
cancer, he ran the equivalent of a marathon a day for 143 
days, covering more than 5,300 kilometers across Canada 
before eventually succumbing to his disease.
While a lot has changed at ISB since the school held its first 
Terry Fox Run in 1994, students’ enthusiasm for the annual 
event has cemented it is as a proud school tradition. 
“Terry Fox never gave up hope. In spite of terrible 
circumstances as a young man, he came up with an idea 
to run across Canada. He never finished the run, but he 
gave it to us to pass on to these students,” said high school 
principal David Munro. “I’m touched working at a school like 
ISB that gives students the chance to honor his legacy. I’m 
really proud to be here 35 years later in China, where we are 
keeping his memory alive.”
Middle school principal Jon Hill said the run was a 
chance for students to be “a part of something bigger” 
by embracing two of ISB’s core values: service and 
global-mindedness.

IsB, Terry Fox Run Jointly Celebrate 35th anniversaries
By Tom Fearon, Communications Specialist

The Terry Fox Run allows ISB students to demonstrate 
leadership and responsibility – key L21 curriculum skills – 
through fundraising and organization of the school-wide 
event. Those who have grown up with the run said its spirit 
of inclusiveness would make Terry Fox proud.
“We all get together and it’s one ‘togetherness event,’ which 
is really what he (Terry Fox) wanted to be all about. He 
wanted everyone to care for one another. Seeing everybody 
together is really powerful and important to me,” said Quinn 
S, senior president of ISB’s Student Council.

http://tube.isb.bj.edu.cn/viewerportal/isb/home.vp?programId=esc_program:21438
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Students in the middle school’s gardening and cooking 
enrichments joined forces to cultivate a fun learning 
experience on October 22 by harvesting basil, tomatoes, 
and peppers for student-planned recipes. Frank McGowan, 
who leads the gardening enrichment, said the idea came 
about when he told cooking enrichment counterpart Eddie 
Jeng that produce planted in last year’s fourth quarter would 
go to waste amid the onset of winter.
Rather than let the herbs and vegetables perish, Mr. Jeng 
led his students to the school’s horticultural hub opposite 
the Fitness and Tennis Center for some late fall harvesting. 
Students in the cooking enrichment researched the produce 
they collected to learn how it could be used to make pesto, 
bruschetta, and other creative culinary creations. Mr. 
McGowan taught students how to prune basil and place 
unused stems into water to allow them to re-root.
“For some students, there’s no connection between the 
food at the table and where it originates. Through their 
involvement in the gardening enrichment, our students 
can make these valuable connections and deepen their 
understanding of other subjects, such as science,” said Mr. 
McGowan.
ISB’s gardening enrichment was founded in spring 2014 
using an innovation grant. The greenhouse has been at ISB 
since the early days of the campus, although prior to 2014 it 
was only used by Sodexo maintenance workers.
A new addition to the gardening enrichment this year is the 
inclusion of six compost bins adjacent the MS/HS Cafeteria, 
which will be used to convert food scraps into nutrient-rich 
soil for garden beds. An initiative supported by ISB’s Green 
Team, the compost bins also help students understand the 
importance of sustainability and global-mindedness.

Cooking and Gardening enrichments Collaborate for Harvest
By Tom Fearon, Communications Specialist

Besides students engaged in the gardening enrichment, the 
greenhouse and garden beds are also used by Kindergarten 
and Grade 3 students and the high school’s integrated 
science classes taught by Travis Tebo and Wayne King. 
This year elementary school art classes are giving the bland 
concrete exteriors of garden beds a colorful makeover by 
painting murals to make the area a “less industrial-looking” 
space, said Mr. McGowan.
Now in his fourth year of teaching the cooking enrichment, 
Mr. Jeng said the program has come a long way since he 
started when cooking was done in science labs using hot 
plates and burners. 
“All the kids are excited to cook. They sign up because they 
want to try it. What’s neat about the cooking enrichment is 
that the students will be ready at different times to plan and 
make their own recipes,” he said. 
The middle school’s gardening enrichment is held after 
lunch on days B, D, and F, while the cooking enrichment is 
held on these days before lunch. 



6

Sometimes a passion can be an obvious calling, urging to 
be nurtured and brought to life. Other times it can be harder 
to identify, requiring us to scratch beneath the surface 
of our surrounds to discover what inspires us. Belgian 
entrepreneur Juan van Wassenhove experienced the latter 
when he stumbled across an ancient Buddhist temple 
nestled in Beijing’s hutong during a bike ride a decade ago. 
After prying open an iron gate, he was amazed to discover 
the derelict wooden temple that yearned to be restored to 
its former glory. Mr. van Wassenhove had discovered his 
passion project.
Futures Academy students visited the UNESCO Cultural 
Heritage-listed site, appropriately known as The Temple, 
on October 26 as part of a real-world learning experience 
that embodied L21 skills including creativity and innovation, 
leadership and responsibility, critical thinking and 
problem-solving, and communication and collaboration. 
Students rotated between three activities: analyzing the 
“Apartment” art exhibition, touring the temple's complex, 
and inspecting a modern artistic skyspace. Finally, they 
watched a documentary about The Temple, known in 
Chinese as Zhizhusi, before participating in a Q&A session 
with Mr. van Wassenhove. 
The Futures Academy trip to The Temple, made by students 
in both grades 7 and 8, aligned with ISB’s Strategic 
Plan IV as a learning experience based on an authentic, 
compelling local and global engagement (SI 1), optimizing 
each student’s capacity to learn through individualized 
experiences (SI 2), drawing on the best research on teaching 
and learning methods based on changing realities of the 
21st century (SI 4), and increasing access to expertise 
through networks beyond ISB (SI 5).  
Futures Academy Chinese facilitator Ann Light said the 
experiential learning opportunity allowed students to 
understand the importance of "artful thinking," one of the 
instructional strategies of the Harvard School of Education’s 
Project Zero. 

The Theory of Multiple Intelligences proposed by Howard 
Gardner, one of the project’s professors, was at the forefront 
of students’ minds as they appreciated modern Chinese art 
and made connections between Mr. van Wassenhove and 
multiple intelligences.
“Instead of students just looking at a picture and talking 
about the color or composition, artful thinking requires them 
to consider perspective and empathy,” Ms. Light said. "I 
was pleasantly surprised at how engaged the students were 
throughout the entire learning experience. All the activities 
were interactive and age-appropriate.”
Students were able to deepen their cultural connection to 
China by observing up close the history etched in the Ming 
Dynasty temple’s structures, from the Tibetan Buddhist 
sutras carved on the roof to the Cultural Revolution 
propaganda slogan that harked back to the temple’s 
past as a factory where black-and-white televisions were 
assembled. 
“Today was all about seeing how the students could take 
their passion and, by formulating a clear vision, put all the 
pieces together to make it a reality. Mr. van Wassenhove 
had to take such a disciplined approach to his passion to 
achieve his vision,” said Kyle Wagner, Futures Academy 
program facilitator. “One of the things we’re focusing on 
is the rigor aspect of students’ passions – the idea that 
a passion isn’t just about doing something you like and 
mucking around with it, but refining a vision for a meaningful 
project.” 

Futures academy students learn Value of a Real-World Passion Project 
By Tom Fearon, Communications Specialist
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Futures Academy students and facilitators rounded off their two-week 
"Boot Camp" with the Cuju Championship Games! Cuju is the ancient 
Chinese sport that FIFA, the global soccer governing body, officially 
recognizes as the predecessor of football. 
Futures Academy students engaged in this brief project-based learning 
(PBL) experience by researching the game and creating the cuju balls 
with which they used for the game. 
Futures Academy facilitators used the Stanford Design Cycle to structure 
the mini-PBL. Students worked with MS Librarian Ms. Nadine Rosevear 
to learn about how to identify reliable online sources when researching 
information about cuju, had Chinese language lessons with 黎老师 and 姜
老师 about the semanto-phonetic 形声字 structure of Chinese characters, 
and also practiced using cuju and other sports vocabulary in simple and 
complex Chinese sentence patterns related to speaking and writing. 
Students then used concepts of geometry to design a pattern for their 

Getting a Modern Kick out of the ancient Chinese Game of Cuju  
By Ann Light, Futures Academy Chinese Facilitator

Is it a bird?  
Is it a plane?  
Is it Quidditch?  
No, it's Cuju! 

cuju ball with Ms. Kim Williams. 
They worked independently and then 
collaboratively to create templates for their ball 
patterns and tested them by constructing 3D 
paper models. 
While some models confirmed teams were 
on track, others led teams back to revise their 
templates and test again. 
Finally, groups worked to make the real ball, 
cutting and sewing together 12 pentagonal 
pieces of faux leather. The culminating activity 
took us all out to the Fitness and Tennis Center 
where everyone tried the challenging task 
of getting the ball through the "net" without 
using their hands. The culminating game was 
competitive and fierce, but brought teams 
together like all great projects do! 

http://tube.isb.bj.edu.cn/viewerportal/isb/home.vp?programId=esc_program:21701
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ISB opened its new learning area for the Futures Academy 
on August 6, ushering in an exciting new era defined by 
space and flexibility. Situated above the newly renovated 
MS/HS Library, the Futures Academy is home to a split-level 
learning space spanning around 400 square meters. 
Flexibility is emphasized in the design of the new area, which 
aims to promote skills at the core of ISB’s L21 curriculum.
“We looked at 21st century skills – such as communication 
and collaboration, innovation and creativity, and critical 
thinking and problem solving – and considered how we 
could best promote these skills within our learning space,” 
said Kyle Wagner, Futures Academy program facilitator.
“Space promotes the type of practices we are trying to instill 
in students. Sometimes limited space can limit your thinking, 
whereas greater space can foster divergent ways of thinking 
by encouraging students to think how they can best utilize 
their space,” he added.
The upper level has four main learning spaces. A designated 
“makers space” serves as a project-based learning hub 
equipped with counters for arts and crafts, upper whiteboard 
cabinets, a 3D printer, and portable floor-to-ceiling 
whiteboard partitions that can be used to divide the 
room into smaller spaces. One of the advantages of the 
whiteboards is that it allows students to see how their work – 
be it in math, humanities, science, or Chinese language – is 
connected and not a standalone discipline.
Connections can also be made by looking at the exposed 
ceiling of the ISB Futures Academy. Besides its chic 
industrial appeal, the ceiling reminds students of the 
connectivity between various systems – an ideal aesthetic in 
an environment that promotes integrated learning.
Abundant natural light flows into the upper level through 
floor-to-ceiling windows, while a patio ensures learning isn’t 
confined to indoors by providing the opportunity for students 
to grow a garden. Node school chairs enhance mobility 
and flexibility by allowing students to make quick, easy 
transitions in line with the philosophy that "bodies in motion" 
complement "brains in motion."
Planning the design of the Futures Academy learning area 

began in 2013-14. It was a collaborative effort between ISB’s 
Facilities Office and Futures Academy students, who visited 
local showrooms of design firms Steelcase and Haworth to 
sample furniture and adaptable learning spaces. The design 
of the Futures Academy was also influenced by similar 
innovative learning spaces at High Tech High in California 
and the d.school at Stanford University. 
“We acknowledged that students, as the end users, should 
be involved in the [design] process. We took students 
through the design-based thinking process by sharing and 
building prototypes for the learning space,” Mr. Wagner said.
Openness defines the new-look Futures Academy, with 
passersby able to observe students in the learning space 
from its upper level and those in the MS/HS Library able 
to view it below from an arc-shaped atrium.  A six-tier, 
amphitheater-like presentation area softly illuminated by 
downlights is equipped with an Epsom EasyMP projector to 
add a professional touch to student presentations.  
“The idea is to see learning is a fluid process. We don’t need 
to confine various aspects, such as presentations, to certain 
parts of the learning space,” Mr. Wagner said. 
A dozen round pendant lights overlook the stairwell, which 
leads to the Futures Academy’s state-of-the-art science 
lab. The lab has courtyard access and an open-plan layout 
conducive to collaborative learning common throughout the 
rest of the Futures Academy.
Ann Light, one of the Futures Academy’s two Chinese 
language facilitators, said the new learning space allows 
“numerous possibilities for enriching student learning.” 
“Facilitators work together to plan co-taught learning 
sessions where students use flexible space to support the 
transfer of concepts, ideas, and content across subject 
areas, which allows for deep student learning,” Ms. Light 
said.
The Futures Academy has expanded in 2015-16 to include 
approximately 60 students from grades 7 and 8. Its faculty 
has also grown from three to five to maintain its 1:12 
facilitator-student ratio. 

Futures academy's New learning space Puts Focus on Flexibility
By Tom Fearon, Communications Specialist

http://tube.isb.bj.edu.cn/viewerportal/isb/home.vp?programId=esc_program:22101
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ISB marked a new chapter in its 35-year history by 
unveiling its renovated MS/HS Library on August 14. The 
state-of-the-art library underwent the first phase of an 
extensive makeover over summer following the 2014-15 
school year. Spanning approximately 850 square meters, 
the library boasts 20,000 books and several new learning 
spaces that allow students to collaborate in small or large 
groups.
Speaking at the library’s ribbon-cutting ceremony, ISB 
Head of School Tarek Razik reflected on the library’s 
transformation over the past decade into a dynamic media 
center.
“It’s exciting to see the direction our library has taken to 
embrace 21st century learning. A lot has changed since 
many of us were younger and libraries were filled with 
stacks. I really like the way we are exploring how best our 
students and faculty can use our libraries,” Dr. Razik said.
The library was redesigned with the environment in mind 
to promote global-mindedness, a core ISB value. Lofty 
exposed ceilings are fitted with energy-efficient LED 
lights and flooring made with eco-friendly materials flows 
throughout. 
The airy space is bathed in natural light from outside, where 
a courtyard with tables invites students to take their reading 
or studying outdoors in warmer months. An atrium with 
three giant, round bulbs provides an elegant centerpiece 
and glimpse of the newly constructed ISB Futures Academy.  
The new-look library features dozens of quiet spaces 
for students to study, including a flexible learning space 

upgraded Ms/Hs library to Promote 21st Century learning
By Tom Fearon, Communications Specialist

equipped with projectors and floor-to-ceiling, writeable 
glass partitions that can be arranged to create smaller 
collaborative learning spaces. A “laptop bar” next to the 
main window overlooking the courtyard provides an ideal 
individual study haven.
Planning the library’s upgrades was a collaborative process 
involving ISB’s librarians Tim Gardes and Nadine Rosevear, 
chief financial officer Gerrick Monroe, facility engineering 
and service director Jason Wang, and director of curriculum 
and learning Stacy Stephens. The school also worked 
closely with renowned library design consultant Kevin 
Hennah.
The second phase of the library’s renovation, set to occur 
over summer 2016, includes the reconfiguration of the main 
floor to convert it into a “living room” space for ISB that 
allows students to explore interests and pursue passions in 
flexible ways. Shelving and seating will also be upgraded to 
create a space that is community-oriented and geared to 
exploration and discovery. 
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If your idea of a classroom involves rows of desks and a 
teacher in front of a whiteboard, you’re in for a surprise 
when you visit ISB's new “collaboratories.” As part of its 
extensive renovations over the summer break, the school 
built several new flexible learning spaces on the third floor of 
its main building.
Each airy space has abundant natural light and is equipped 
with stools and elevated tables that can be easily arranged 
to facilitate group work; an Epsom EasyMP projector 
for student presentations; a green wall for student video 
production; and magnetic whiteboards that can be fixed to a 
detachable rail.
In addition to creating more options for homeroom 
and specialty teachers, the “collaboratories” have also 
emerged as a hub for enrichment programs including the 
makerspace. Middle school humanities teacher Steve 
Sostak has been teaching students to master basic 
woodwork skills in the makerspace, an initiative funded 
by ISB’s Innovations Grant that connects learning with 
real-world experiences.
“I teach foundational skills and then allow students to 
branch out with those skills into what we call ‘open 
making,’” said Mr. Sostak, noting these skills include safely 
hammering nails and using power tools. “After acquiring 
these skills, students have the opportunity to choose 
small-scale projects they might be into, from making stools 
for classrooms to building planter boxes.”
The program emphasizes practicality under the aim that 
students’ masterpieces can be used at the school.
Every project, whether it be furniture or an arcade game, 
is completed through collaboration and students’ desire to 
learn something new. 
“While we’re being creative and innovative, we also strive 
to be sustainable by examining what we’re doing to nature 
and how our product might appear in the economy if it was 
marketed,” said Mr. Sostak.
Although still in their infancy, ISB’s “collaboratories” have 
been used for other hands-on learning opportunities 
including sewing and design classes in an early 
demonstration of their versatility.

Currently leading workshops on scratch programming, Mr. 
Sostak said he was excited at how the “collaboratories” 
were enhancing the educational value of the makerspace 
program by empowering students to take ownership of their 
learning.
“I’ll demonstrate the skill and then stand back and ensure 
they are on task. They (students) can see the big picture and 
where we are going, so they are picking up these skills while 
understanding they have space to be creative,” he said.

Makerspace Q&A with Mr. Sostak 
What are the most rewarding aspects for you in 
seeing students apply skills they have learned in the 
makerspace?
The appreciation for the skills involved and the diligence needed 
in trial and error in design. They are thinking like designers 
and are showing a deeper appreciation for the patience and 
thinking needed for success. We've also talked richly about 
the enjoyment of working with hands-on design and how we 
feel more appreciative of and connected to workers who are 
tradespeople. 
How has the makerspace allowed students to take 
ownership of their own learning?
It's up to me to facilitate and channel student creativity through 
systems thinking in design, sustainable practice, and even a 
circular economy. While the "makers spirit" can often feel like a 
free-for-all, it's not. Students must collaborate, analyze theirs and 
others' strengths, weigh their knowledge and skills, and identify 
purpose before we move into an "open make" setting. Their 
ownership of learning is then more purposeful, intentional, and 
sustainable.
How has the unique design of the 'collaboratories' helped 
facilitate this learning opportunity?
The space establishes an area where we take our design thinking 
seriously, safely, and enjoyably. Having a makerspace sets the 
tone for clever and creative thinking – you walk into the room and 
feel the energy. It is clearly a more efficient space that promotes 
easy access to materials and quick tools for collaboration.  

'Collaboratories' Take learning to New level
By Tom Fearon, Communications Specialist
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Sea levels are rising, fish stocks are falling, and there is 
a mass of garbage in the Pacific Ocean about the size of 
Texas. By all accounts, marine biologist Stephen Palumbi 
shouldn’t have too much cause for optimism. Nevertheless, 
he feels assured about the future of the world’s oceans.
“These kids will fix it,” he said, nodding toward ISB high 
school students brainstorming ideas for stories, movies, 
and even music videos aimed at promoting conservation. 
“These students are growing up in a world where they will 
identify problems that need addressing and just fix them, 
rather than dwelling on all the obstacles holding us back. 
This is a generation that isn’t stuck in its ways.”
Moments earlier, Dr. Palumbi delivered a presentation 
highlighting marvels of the marine world in one of the MS/
HS Library’s new flexible learning spaces. Students were 
intrigued by the stunning yet fragile ecosystem where male 
seahorses give birth, clownfish like Nemo can change their 
sex, and pufferfish construct giant seabed circles as part of 
a bizarre reproduction strategy.  

Marine Biologist Gets students Hooked on science and Creativity
By Tom Fearon, Communications Specialist

Dr. Palumbi said his visit to ISB on October 12 aimed to 
engage students’ imagination by “connecting the scientific 
and creative parts of their brains.” In addition to speaking 
to high school English students, he also collaborated with 
students in the Futures Academy in a real-world learning 
opportunity based on sustainable fishing and tourism 
practices in the Philippines.
“A lot of people look at science and feel disconnected, but 
the reality is we are all scientists; we have to figure things 
out, like which ring road will get me to where I want to go 
quickest,” he said. “Kids are natural scientists. If we can 
encourage them to make new discoveries, they can make a 
lasting difference for the world.”  
Dr. Palumbi, a Stanford University professor, has appeared 
in nature documentaries on BBC and Animal Planet. His 
2013 book, Shark and Awe: The Extreme Life of the Sea, 
was co-written with his son Anthony, a science writer who 
shares his father’s passion for marine biology. 
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The end of the school year can be a quiet time as learning 
winds down and students ease into vacation mode, but it 
was a different story at ISB when it hosted its biggest-ever 
experiential learning opportunity (ELO) exhibition on June 5. 
The exhibition capped off another successful Experiential 
Learning Week, a year-end tradition that takes learning out 
of the classroom – and students’ comfort zones.  
A total of 30 ELOs were showcased at the exhibition. Each 
reflected student experiences and learning outcomes 
through projects that included cooking, playwriting, archery, 
martial arts, online comics, exploration of China by hiking 
and biking, recording music at a professional studio, and 
extended projects at local service organizations.

"I heard a lot of people say it  
was the most incredible display  
of student learning they had  
ever seen."  
  
“I heard a lot of people say it was the most incredible 
display of student learning they had ever seen. Everyone 

Hs Celebrates experiential learning Week
By Tom Fearon, Communications Specialist

was blown away. For me, the whole exhibition was just 
amazing. It was hard to identify one project that really stood 
out among others,” said Travis Tebo, a high school teacher 
and ELO supervisor.
Working in groups of at least 12 with individual budgets of 
3,500 yuan ($546), high school students were guided in their 
ELOs by a driving question. Each project promoted critical 
thinking, collaboration, and local and global engagement 
through external partnerships.
“I was extremely impressed with the ways students chose 
to take advantage of their ELOs. Some tried their hand at 
something new for the first time, while others delved deeper 
into their passions,” former high school principal Paul Wood 
said at an assembly launching Experiential Learning Week.
Earlier in the week, students in ISB’s woodwork shop built 
platforms to help blind children mount horses for physical 
therapy. 
The ELO was inspired by students’ visit to a stable operated 
by Horses Offering People Enrichment (HOPE), a local NGO 
that serves children with special needs. 
Meanwhile in the pool, students made a splash by learning 
to scuba dive under the guidance of a professional 
instructor. The ELO included two days of confined diving 
in the pool and two days of diving at Beidaihe, a popular 
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beach 280 kilometers east of Beijing. Students received 
open-water scuba diving certification upon completion of 
the ELO.
“It was challenging in multiple ways, which is really good 
because that’s the essence of an ELO,” said high school 
teacher Dan Russell, who supervised the scuba diving. 
“The theory gave students a good grounding in the science 
of diving, while there was also the physical challenge and 
learning about aquatic environments.”
The trend of combat sports being popular ELOs continued, 
with fencing and wushu generating plenty of enthusiasm 
in ISB’s gyms. Aaron M, from Grade 10, was one of 13 
students to learn the basics of fencing during Experiential 
Learning Week.
“It’s been fun learning all the stances and defense 
techniques. It was a little difficult to learn at the start, but 
throughout the week we have been learning about the finer 
points of the sport,” he said. “It (fencing) is something I 
normally wouldn’t do. I saw it as a new challenge and an 
opportunity to learn outside of my comfort zone."
Another popular ELO that gave students the opportunity to 
pursue their passion was computer programming. Students 
created original games and software that accentuated 
innovation and creativity, key skills in ISB’s L21 curriculum. 

“We got together in February to come up with ideas that 
interest students. Computer programming was quite 
organic. After developing storyboards for games, we 
determined what kind of materials, software, and hardware 
were needed to make the games,” said high school math 
teacher David Burton. 
A key requirement of each ELO was for students to learn 
from experts. Increasing access to expertise and new 
learning opportunities through external partnerships is also 
an initiative of ISB’s Strategic Plan IV. 
Among the experts visiting ISB during Experiential Learning 
Week was Jim Lee, founder of organic coffee company 
Ocean Grounds Coffee. Mr. Lee taught barista skills to 22 
students, who mastered an espresso machine in addition to 
learning how to make hand-poured coffees.
“We were initially a little anxious that we might not attract 
12 students, but it was a nice surprise to discover so much 
interest from students of all grades, even those who don’t 
drink coffee,” said Henrik L, a Grade 12 student.
“We have been learning about coffee for a little over a year, 
so we know a lot of the basics. Having experts come to the 
school helped us gain a deeper understanding about the art 
of coffee making," added fellow ISB senior Wistan C.
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On October 10, a grand debate was held at the Canadian 
International School of Beijing (CISB). The tournament 
featured a diverse field of international schools such as 
the Yew-Chung International School, Western Academy of 
Beijing, and hosts CISB. 
Debate, a combination of reasoning, style, and presentation, 
has sparked the interest of many ISB middle school 
students. A group of 12 students joined an after-school 
activity debate team to prepare for the CISB tournament. 
Every day they would solemnly slip away from their lockers 
to study for the complex and intricate resolution "Patients 
should not be given life-saving medicines." 
Mr. Carter, ISB's tournament debate coach, organized 
practice debates to further hone and refine arguments and 
presentations. 
Each pair ended up with a unique set of arguments, ready to 
seize the championship trophy.  
The warm and welcoming atmosphere in the CISB 
auditorium quickly relieved the ISB students from the cold 
and crisp weather. Emotions fluttered in each student’s 
heart during the introduction speech; some were eager to 
participate, while others were shocked by the grand scene. 
The preliminaries began, and each pair rushed to their 
debate rooms. After an intense exchange of insights and 
opinions, everybody re-grouped back in the auditorium, 
sharing unique experiences and exquisite memories during 

the debate. Whether it was the boy who would constantly 
ask the same questions, or the confusing arguments an 
opponent would present, each brought a barrel of laughter 
and joy. 
At the end of the day, the diligence and hard work of the 
young boys and girls paid off handsomely. ISB pairs claimed 
first and third place!  
Special thanks to Mr. Carter for chaperoning the event 
for the middle school division, and giving us constructive 
feedback on how to improve. 
Debating is a fun activity that allows us to acquire L21 skills 
including leadership and responsibility, communication and 
collaboration, global thinking, and inquiry, critical thinking 
and problem-solving.

Ms Debaters Clinch 1st, 3rd Places at CIsB Tournament 
By Oliver Y (Grade 8)
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June is a time to unwind for many students celebrating the 
end of a long, hard school year filled with intense learning, 
quizzes, tests, and exams. However, a group of 14 ISB 
students continued studying into the summer break by 
learning about topics including Beethoven’s symphonies, 
historic revolutions, and superheroes. At the end of June, 
these students traveled to Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia, where 
they competed against 2,700 other students in the global 
round of the World Scholar's Cup (WSC).
ISB high school students competing in the tournament 
organized the trip and led coaching sessions for middle 
school participants. 

"I was really pleased to see our 
Grade 7 students hold their own in 
the junior division."
 

From emailing hotels to conducting frenzied exchanges with 
travel agents, the students ensured the trip ran without too 
many noticeable bumps in the road. 
In the end, student leaders emerged with a newfound 
respect for the work of teachers, and the rest of the 
delegation was able to enjoy an exciting, smooth journey.
The global round entailed five days of debating, writing, 
knowledge-bowling, quiz-taking, picture snapping, 
confusing Malaysian airport staff, and balancing stuffed 
alpacas on our heads. ISB’s team emerged victorious and 
took home countless trophies, medals, and memories.

Kuala Lumpur marked the first global round for our 
delegates in the junior division, and our memories and 
experience gained were unmatched and unique. Students’ 
efforts were praised by ISB WSC coach Mr. Carter. 
"I was really pleased to see our Grade 7 students hold their 
own in the junior division, especially considering that Grade 
9 students can still compete in that division," he said.
ISB junior Chauncey L scored first place in the senior 
division and was crowned Alpaca Scholar of the Year, an 
annual award given to an outstanding scholar. 
WSC founder and "alpaca-in-chief" Daniel Berdichevsky 
said the accolade is given to the student who serves as a 
“driving force through his or her involvement in school and in 
the global community."
We would like to give special thanks to the ISB parents 
who chaperoned this trip, namely Kelly Sang, May Wu, and 
Evelyn Toh. We are also grateful for the continuous support 
given by ISB teachers, the Activities Office, and parents.

IsB excels at World scholar's Cup in Kuala lumpur
By Chauncey L, William H, and Vivian S (Grade 11)
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Donate Your Passion (DYP) is a high school service club 
that combines both creative expression and full autonomy 
for the sake of free artistic contrivance. It solely focuses 
on individual members and their respective donations or 
passions. 
DYP is an engaging student group with the objective to 
inspire as many members of the ISB community as possible 
to create their own projects and follow them through their 
individual progression. 
Launched in mid-September, DYP has managed to 
consistently gather inspired and passionate members of the 
ISB community to pursue their own projects. 
"DYP is a bridge between passion and compassion. We 
nurture passionate and talented students' unique potential 
and ingrain a philanthropic mindset within our members," 
said Sung L of Grade 11, founder of the club. 
The idea is very simple: anyone is allowed to join and pursue 
a project of their choosing without any limitations. DYP has 
already designated foundations for a number of sectors in 
response to interest within the school community. 
The club strives to maintain a good balance of success in a 
multitude of levels, ranging from students creating their own 
news articles in our journalism sector to students selling 
their individual artworks in our arts sector. 
The club also has members engaged in various public 
charities in our charity sector and students who 
demonstrate their oratory skills at TEDx events in our public 

speaking sector. 
Grade 11 student Daniel F, head of the public speaking 
sector, said DYP is a platform that enables students to 
explore subjects they are truly passionate about. 
"Prior to DYP, there were no extracurriculars that gauged my 
interest. Now, I have found it in our club. DYP is more than 
just a high school group to me – it is a creative outlet," he 
said.
DYP currently has 27 members and operates at a very basic 
level. We have seven sector heads in charge of subjects of 
interest, and members carry out their personal projects that 
align with their passions. 
Whether an objective ranges from creating the most basic 
prototypes to highly advanced original creations, DYP is 
the one place where you control the pace you work at in a 
supportive environment built upon teamwork and respect. 
Another prerequisite of being a member of the club is 
showcasing finished projects on the DYP website, which 
is still under construction. This allows everyone to observe 
members’ achievements and broaden the impact of projects 
within the community. 
New DYP member William H of Grade 11 said he feels 
"eager about learning more about the club" and excited to 
contribute to its growth and development. 
DYP members meet every Wednesday at lunchtime 
in room 1109. For more information please email: 
donateyourpassion@gmail.com. 

Hs service Club Puts the 'Passion' into Compassion
By Se Ho P (Grade 11)
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International Day on October 23 marked a milestone for the 
budding musicians of Sun Village, an NGO that supports 
children of imprisoned parents who do not qualify for 
government welfare. Children at Sun Village have been 
learning to play the violin under the guidance of ISB high 
school students.
Five of the children came to ISB to participate in International 
Day celebrations. After a group performance of "Twinkle, 
Twinkle,” the older students performed the solo pieces 
"Long, Long Ago,” "Allegro,” and "Jasmine Flower.”  
Afterwards, they enjoyed tasting food from around the world. 
"The children, especially the younger ones, were really 
excited at the sight of all the food. They were very 
appreciative of the experience, and I think it really gave them 
motivation for our next concert," said Winnie X, an ISB senior 
and Sun Village volunteer.
This initiative began two years ago when Ian H (Grade 12) 
decided to share his passion for music with the residents of 
Sun Village. "I visited Sun Village for the first time in winter 
of 2013.  Mr. Su, who organizes the children’s schedules, 
told us that although corporations and organizations make 
generous donations, they may not have time to get to know 
the children. I started the group with the idea of giving the 
children a gift that isn't tangible, a gift that will last longer 
than toys or sweaters," explained Ian. Both middle and 
elementary school students take lessons; some have been 
learning for over a year, others only a few months.
In addition to Ian and Winnie, other volunteers include Riena 

Children of sun Village shine in International Day Performance
By Gloria S (Grade 12)

H and Gloria S (Grade 12), Megan F and Sung L, (Grade 
11), Kina K (Grade 9), and ISB parent Peter Lim. "I've taught 
young children how to play violin before, and I can say that 
the children at Sun Village are very special. Their dedication 
to learn music despite all their difficulties is extraordinary. 
Mr. Su tells us that the kids were taking time out of their 
schedule to practice at night – something that I never 
anticipated when the group started. Their commitment to 
playing music motivates us to continue," Ian said. 
Logistics can be challenging. Sometimes there are delays 
in the children’s return from school, so the volunteers only 
have a short time to work with them before coming back to 
ISB for the 6:00 pm buses. 
Despite these and other setbacks, Sun Village children are 
always excited to learn from ISB volunteers. 
"I usually work with the older students. I am always 
impressed at their willingness to practice whenever they 
can because I know they have a huge homework load. They 
are also keen when we schedule visits during their school 
vacations. The students are focused at every lesson, so 
seeing them smile after the performance really made me feel 
proud as a teacher," Winnie X said.
The PTA and Performing Arts department have been 
very supportive of the project. Last year the PTA helped 
purchase music stands, instruments, and sheet music. The 
Performing Arts department also provided instruments for 
Sun Village and has invited the children to perform with the 
orchestra in December.
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ISB families enjoyed the scenic beauty of lakes, rivers, and 
valleys during their September 19 outing to the Jingdong 
Grand Canyon in Pinggu District, Beijing. The trip was 
attended by around 85 people, with everyone enjoying the 
warm fall weather and the opportunity to escape the hustle 
and bustle of downtown Beijing. 
The canyon is home to several historical sites, with a 
beautiful hike through apricot and pine trees leading to the 
park’s biggest attraction: wulongtan, or the Deep Pool of 
Five Dragons. Measuring six square kilometers, families 
were treated to the breathtaking sights of caves, ponds, 
peaks, and waterfalls. 
The PTA organizes outings throughout the year for ISB staff 
and families, providing great opportunities for members of 
the school community to deepen friendships while exploring 
the stunning natural wonders of Beijing and its surrounds.   
ISB parents Jerry Hsiao and Sheena Lai said the trip, taken 
with their children Ian (Grade 2) and Hope (Grade 6), had 
been a fantastic opportunity to spend quality time together 
while getting to know other families.
“The trip was organized very well and the park was 
gorgeous. My family really enjoyed this outing and had fun 
as there were several activities for kids and adults,” Mr. 
Hsiao said.
“The PTA did a great job organizing the outing. Jingdong 
Grand Canyon is a beautiful place and offers fun for the 
whole family. We had a great time,” Ms. Lai said. 

PTa outing to Jingdong Grand Canyon 
By Tom Fearon, Communications Specialist

ISB students have extra reason to kick up their heels at the 
end of the school week now there are live performances 
every other Friday afternoon. Led by music teacher Nathan 
Long, a group of enthusiastic high school percussionists 
kicked off the series on October 9 with a performance that 
had parents clapping their hands to the rhythm of pounding 
kettle drums and dainty xylophones. 
Mr. Long was impressed with his students’ performance, 
noting it had allowed them to showcase their talents in front 
of their peers and cap off a week of learning in style. 
With an eager audience of elementary school students 
watching from their classroom behind, seven high school 
students performed “Excalibur” by Chris Brooks outside 
ISB’s main entrance. There was also a xylophone duet 
of the theme to classic Nintendo video game Super 
Mario Brothers. “The students have to do a small group 
performance during the year and this qualifies, so they get 
to meet that requirement while also playing for their peers,” 
said Mr. Long. 

students Jive Home to Friday Music send-off series 
By Tom Fearon, Communications Specialist

Mr. Long. 
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Creativity and innovation lie at the core of poet Kenn 
Nesbitt’s craft, but he first acquired these L21 skills in his 
earlier career as a computer programmer. 
“A lot of people find it hard to imagine I could go from 
being a programmer to a poet because they see these 
careers as polar opposites,” said Mr. Nesbitt, ISB’s poet in 
residence from October 26 to 30. “But the truth is computer 
programming is also about the creative use of language – it 
just happens to be a computer language. To me, it’s more or 
less the same thing. A poem is a delivery vehicle for a joke, 
so it’s a natural and fun process.”
The 2013-15 US Children’s Poet Laureate led group sessions 
with every class from grades 2 to 5 throughout his week at 
ISB. During Q&A sessions in the ES Cafeteria, he captivated 
students with his enigmatic display of Jim Carrey meets Dr. 
Seuss. 
His mission was simple. 
“I’m just trying to trick children into thinking reading is really 
fun and that writing is super easy. In each workshop, I’m 
modeling the writing process in a way that has kids thinking. 
‘I can do that,’” said Mr. Nesbitt, who has penned more than 
1,500 humorous, light-verse poems about everything from 
amoebas to zombies.

Poet Kenn Nesbitt Brings Rhyme and Humor to es
By Tom Fearon, Communications Specialist

“I give students permission to be as crazy as they can be, 
and we end up writing some very fun, imaginative poems 
together. Kids often read books or poems about flowers, 
clouds, or trees, and then I come in and we write about 
Minecraft and invisible dragons from outer space.”
When learning is connected to students’ passions, the 
educational possibilities are limitless. Reluctant readers 
become willing to read and write, sparking a lifelong love for 
the printed (and spoken) word.
“If you want to ignite your child’s passion for reading, you 
read to them from the day they’re born. You do it every 
night,” said Mr. Nesbitt, a father-of-two. “The great thing is 
that you can read kids stories multiple grade levels above 
their own comprehension, so five-year-olds can enjoy Harry 
Potter.”
Mr. Nesbitt’s visit supported ISB’s Strategic Plan IV by 
increasing learning through a compelling global engagement 
(SI 1), optimizing each student’s capacity to learn through 
individualized experiences (SI 2), nurturing the whole 
child (SI 3), and increasing access to expertise through 
collaborative efforts (SI 5). In addition to his workshops with 
students, Mr. Nesbitt held a parent session organized by the 
PTA on October 28 in the ES Library.
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The Mid-Autumn Festival is one of the most important 
festivals on the Chinese lunar calendar. The special food 
associated with this festival is the mooncake, a delicious 
pastry with different fillings that families enjoy together when 
they gaze at the moon on the night of the festival. 
The mooncake isn't merely a festive snack, however. Rather, 
it is also a cultural symbol of family reunion with rich spiritual 
value. 
Eating mooncakes under the round moon can evoke longing 
for relatives and friends from afar. This year, the middle 
school's Chinese Academic II students participated in a 
hands-on experience by making their own mooncakes with 
two fillings: lotus paste with yolk; and sweetened red bean 
paste. 
Before making the mooncakes, students learned a brief 
history of the Mid-Autumn Festival and were taught about 
the significance of mooncakes. They also watched a video 
of a demonstration by Mr. Liu, an experienced mooncake 
maker. 
Next, they started to make their mooncakes! Their 
mooncakes were made using strict measurements to gauge 
precisely the weight of the dough and fillings before they 
were pressed into round molds to impart a design onto the 
crust ahead of baking in the oven. 

Students put their mooncakes into a pretty box after the 
treats were fresh out of the oven. Finally, they brought the 
boxes home to share mooncakes with their families and 
friends and extend their warm greetings for the Mid-Autumn 
Festival.
Through this experience, students developed a further 
understanding of Chinese culture, enjoyed the fun of 
hands-on learning, learned precision and patience, and, 
most importantly, cherished a delicious way to celebrate one 
of the most important traditional festivals in China.

Ms students Celebrate Mid-autumn Festival with Mooncakes
By Delinda Wu, MS Chinese Teacher
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The outdoors is the very best place for our youngest 
learners to practice and master emerging physical skills. 
It is in the outdoors that children can fully and freely 
experience motor skills like running, leaping, and jumping. 
Children can also perform other manipulative skills, such as 
pushing a swing, pulling a wagon, riding a bike or scooter, 
and lifting and carrying movable objects. 
We are very lucky at ISB to have dedicated, well built 
spaces for our children to play. The internal courtyard in the 
elementary school houses many such opportunities for our 
children. 
The start of the school year brought delight to all of the 
students when on the first day there were 14 brand-new 
trikes and scooters ready to ride. 
Furthermore, there were three gigantic blackboards on the 
wall of the ES Library. Hidden behind the green hedges was 
a digging pit complete with trucks, bulldozers, shovels, and 
rakes. Who could resist these? Not our little ones!
In no time at all, chalk was found and drawing commenced. 
Water was added to the dirt and a river appeared in the 
digging pit only to be dammed later by another group of 
thinkers. Play like this only happens when children are given 
time to explore their surroundings, partner with friends 
to invent rules for games, express themselves, and learn 
about the world in their own way. They feel safe and in 
control, which promotes autonomy, decision-making, and 
organizational skills. Although the children are only playing 
to have fun, they are learning all of the time.
The addition of these new areas and equipment, realized 
by children and teachers, were fully supported by our 
elementary school administration. With the help of Jason 
Wang and Leo Yang from the ISB Facilities Office, a 
summer works program was devised to get everything in 
order for the new school year. 

Because safety is a main focus in establishing new play 
equipment, our friends at Sodexo worked closely with them 
to ensure all the equipment was put together properly, 
adjusted to children’s height, and aesthetically pleasing. 
Teachers and children alike thank them very much for their 
continued support of our outdoor learning spaces.
When we as teachers or parents think back to our own 
childhoods, chances are some of our fondest memories are 
of outdoor places and activities. 
Children usually share the values of the important adults in 
their lives. When we show an appreciation for the outdoors, 
the children in our lives will follow our lead. Drop in 
sometime to the courtyard and see for yourselves children 
making the most of their outdoor time with great equipment 
on hand.

PreK Children Take learning outdoors
By Karen Fidler, PreK-3 Teacher
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As a young girl growing up in Chengdu, Sichuan Province, 
Liu Tao was firmly in touch with her cultural roots in the Yi 
ethnic group. She would wear colorful pleated dresses, 
dance to folk music around bonfires, and observe traditional 
holidays including Yi New Year and the Torch Festival 
celebrated with pole climbing, horse riding, and wrestling.
Years later during her university studies in the US, she lived 
in a very different world but never lost sight of her unique 
cultural identity. The mother-of-two shared her heritage with 
Grade 5 neo-native Chinese students by speaking about her 
ethnic group’s cultural customs.
Ms. Liu’s talks on October 6 and 8 were part of a class 
unit examining China’s 56 ethnic groups. Throughout her 
presentations, students asked Ms. Liu questions in Chinese 
about the food, dress, religion, and language of the Yi 
people.
“China is a massive country with rich ethnic diversity. I’m 
impressed as an ISB parent that our children have the 
opportunity to learn about the various customs of different 
groups,” said Ms. Liu, whose son and daughter are in 
grades 2 and 6 respectively.   
Ms. Liu played Yi folk music from her cellphone and 
displayed photos of colorful headdresses and ornate 
embroidery works from a book owned by her late father, a 

renowned Yi scholar. 
ISB elementary school Chinese teacher Judy Zhu said 
allowing students to learn about Yi culture from Ms. Liu had 
deepened their understanding of China’s cultural diversity 
through an authentic, compelling local engagement.
“This is a great activity that reflects the benefits of 
collaboration between the school and parents. By creating 
such learning opportunities, we can deepen students’ 
cultural connection to China in a personal, meaningful way,” 
she said.

IsB Mom shares Yi Heritage with Grade 5 students
By Tom Fearon, Communications Specialist

ISB played host to the 2015 APAC Tennis tournament from 
October 23 to 25, and what a great weekend it was on 
all fronts. There were championship gold medals for the 
Dragons boys and girls teams, as well as individual honors 
for Christy C (Grade 12) in the girls singles event, and Sean 
W (Grade 10) and Andrew Y (Grade 9) in the boys doubles. A 
big thank you to all our homestay families for their incredible 
support of the event, and well done to all the players from 
school who did such a top job over the three days.
As well as hosting tennis last week, we had the rest of the 
fall season varsity teams on the road. The rugby teams were 
down in the heat in Hong Kong, with both team s taking a 
very good third spot. Our volleyballers were in Shanghai, 
where our girls finished in the bronze medal position, and 
the boys lost out to WAB in the championship game to 
finish second. Baseball was also in Shanghai, and our 
cross-country runners were in Manila. Many congratulations 
to all our athletes who were out there representing ISB. 
We are looking forward to seeing many of you out there for 
season 2. GO DRAGONS!

Dragons soar in aPaC Tournaments
By Simon Parker, Director of Activities
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PreK-4 students enhanced their fine motor skills by sculpting clay 
creations of various shapes and sizes under the guidance of local 
ceramic artist Zhang Yuwen on October 21. 
Mr. Zhang, a postgraduate student at Tsinghua University, said he 
enjoyed the opportunity to return to his childhood by teaching youngsters 
the basics of his craft.
The play-based learning experience was part of an inquiry unit. Under 
the instruction of Mr. Zhang, children were able to connect the sensory 
experience with the history and cultural significance of China’s most 
famous clay sculptures, the Terracotta Warriors. 
PreK-4 teacher Malu Villafane said hands-on learning is instrumental in 
achieving developmental outcomes for young children, adding that play 
is one of the most important facilitators of inquiry.
“The learning experience really embodied our L21 curriculum. In addition 
to inquiry, there were strong elements of creativity and innovation, 
communication and collaboration, and global thinking,” she said. 
“We have been talking about the Terracotta Warriors in class, so this was 
about allowing the children to develop a deeper understanding of the 
subject.” 
Hands-on learning “makes abstract ideas concrete” and allows children 
to “make connections to the world around them,” added Ms. Villafane.
The involvement of Mr. Zhang, who was recommended to ISB by the 
Central Academy of Fine Arts in Beijing, increased access to expertise 
through collaborative networks, a key initiative of the school’s Strategic 
Plan IV. 

PreK-4 Children explore shapes, sizes in ‘Clay-Based’ learning
By Tom Fearon, Communications Specialist

Dragons soar in aPaC Tournaments
By Simon Parker, Director of Activities
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In late September, Grade 2 students invited their parents 
to their performing arts classes for a "Back to Basics" 
informance. 
Students performed an original instrumental piece, as well 
as a number of folk dances. Students demonstrated many 
skills learned in the beginning of the year, including melodic 
improvisation, playing and moving as an ensemble, and 
playing various bordun patterns. It was wonderful to see 
them showcase these newly acquired skills in front of their 
proud parents.
The students were excited to have the opportunity to teach 
their parents the instrumental patterns and our four folk 
dances: “Head and Shoulders, Baby," “Down, Down Baby,” 
“Alabama Gal," and “Draw a Bucket of Water.” All in all it 
was a fun day of music, dancing, and enthusiastic learning 
for every student and parent!

This year our Spirit Week had the theme of 
global-mindedness, one of ISB’s core values. In 
mid-October, we had three days of celebrating our school 
spirit on the days before the parent-teacher conferences. 
On the first day, we had an assembly with all of the 
elementary school students and staff. It is always wonderful 
for everyone to come together, for students to see their 
"brothers" and "sisters," and all of the teachers and teaching 
assistants. This assembly was extra special, as it was the 
first time we saw everyone in our new house color T shirts. 
To see hundreds of children and teachers wearing red, 
yellow, green, and purple really helped everyone to bond 
and feel united. 
In support of our overall theme of global-mindedness, we 
also had specific themes for each of the days. Monday 

es Returns Back to Basics with Informance 
By Matt Enders, ES Music Teacher

was House Color T-shirt Day. During the assembly, our 
elementary school cheer could be heard from far away. We 
also got to meet all of the newly elected Student Council 
representatives who will work with our counselors Miss 
Catie and Mr. K throughout the year. Tuesday was When I 
Grow Up Day. I think most careers were covered, including 
a number of presidents, actors, cowboys, teachers, 
inventors, and authors! On Wednesday, creativity was 
embraced with Recycled Fashion Day. It was fabulous to 
see clothes and jewelry made from all kinds of recycled 
materials, including clothes from other children. 
Thank you to all students and parents who supported Spirit 
Week and its related activities. It really is a wonderful way of 
developing the feelings of belonging and caring among the 
students. 

es Celebrates Global-Mindedness in spirit Week
By Frances Lond-Caulk, ES Assistant Principal 
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Does facial symmetry influence the attractiveness of 
a person? Can certain verbs affect how we interpret 
situations? Can the color of a paper impact academic 
performance in a test? These are just some of the questions 
senior students taking the International Baccalaureate (IB) 
Psychology hope to answer through experiments as part of 
their internal assessments.
IB Psychology is one of the diploma program’s most popular 
subjects at ISB. Working in small groups, the internal 
assessment requires students to replicate well known 
experiments that fall into one of three topics: cognitive 
biology, biological, and social-cultural. 
IB Psychology teacher Michael Stewart said most students 
in his higher-level class chose experiments that involve 
cognitive processes, such as memory, or social psychology, 
such as social perception or the effect of subjects 
performing simple tasks in the presence of an audience.
“There is a lot of creativity in the way students have adapted 
original experiments. They have shown a lot of flexibility,” 
he said. “I’ve also been impressed at the professionalism of 
their research proposals and pilot studies.”
As part of the assessment, each group was required to 
submit a research proposal that outlined the research 
question, study theory, methodology, and ethical 
considerations of their experiment. They then carried out 
a pilot study on classmates, receiving feedback from their 
peers to fine tune their study ahead of data collection.
On October 9, students tested their hypotheses by carrying 
out a diverse range of experiments. Serina L and Katie 
H chose to replicate the 1974 Loftus-Palmer study to 
investigate whether eyewitness memory can be altered by 
information supplied to subjects after an event. 
The duo showed a Grade 12 English class of 16 students a 
car crash before asking leading questions about how fast 
the car was traveling when it “crashed” or “contacted” with 
another car.

“We expected that when we said ‘crash’ students would 
say the cars were going at a faster speed because it’s a 
more intense verb,” said Serina. 
In their social-cultural experiment, Jacqueline N and Crystal 
S explored whether there is a correlation between facial 
symmetry and attractiveness by showing a class random 
photos of men and women. The pair used an app to 
generate symmetrical portraits and required their subjects 
to rate each for attractiveness on a scale of 1 to 10.
Jacqueline said the experiment stood out to her when she 
was analyzing various topics. “It seemed like an interesting 
area of study. Everyone goes through a stage where they 
pick someone who stands out to them as part of the cycle 
of life. I wanted to explore how people judge whether 
someone is attractive or not,” she said.
Crystal said despite IB Psychology being a challenging 
course, its comprehensive style of assessments that 
requires continuous, long-term effort had helped her 
develop good study habits.  
“The course helps you to be really organized and on top of 
things,” she said. “My interest in IB Psychology is partially 
driven by what shapes our mind and relationships as 
humans.”

IB Psychology seniors Put Mind over Matter
By Tom Fearon, Communications Specialist
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Nearly 40 years after his death, Mao Zedong’s legacy 
continues to live on in modern China. His iconic portrait 
still adorns the Tiananmen Rostrum, where he famously 
proclaimed the founding of the People’s Republic in 1949. 
Just a few hundred meters south, the revered revolutionary’s 
body lies entombed in a memorial hall where thousands 
of ordinary Chinese make the pilgrimage daily to pay their 
respects.
As part of their IB History unit on world leaders, 58 ISB 
students gained unique insight into the cultural, social, 
and historical context of Mao’s leadership by visiting 
his mausoleum and the National Museum of China on 
September 15. 
Ahead of their trip to the monuments downtown, students 
listened to presentations by Communist Party of China 
(CPC) historian Du Yufang and retired military linguist Yang 
Fengjian, who earned his affectionate moniker “Mr. Karate” 
decades ago when he taught tai chi to foreigners.
Listening to Professor Du and Mr. Yang discuss Mao from 
their respective academic and revolutionary perspectives 
allowed students to analyze the subtexts of their analyses, 
said IB History teacher Bill Tolley. 
“Part of the assignment required students to read the 
speakers as if they were texts. What were the ways 
they spoke about each topic? What were they trying to 
emphasize to the students? These points were fascinating 
for many students,” he said.
Both junior and senior students collaborated throughout the 
experiential learning opportunity, with History II students 

demonstrating leadership by sharing their experiences with 
their History I classmates.
Students had previously studied other authoritarian leaders 
including Adolf Hitler, Ho Chi Minh, and Joseph Stalin, but 
it was the opportunity to learn about the man who had so 
profoundly shaped their host country that filled them with 
most anticipation and intrigue.
“It’s interesting to see the Chinese perspective of Mao, 
because in our classes we mostly learn Western accounts. 
Hearing from a Chinese historian and revolutionary helped 
broaden our own understanding,” said Olivia S, a Grade 12 
student.
During her talk in the staff lounge, Professor Du spoke about 
how Mao had helped unify China and re-establish national 
pride following a century of humiliation punctuated by 
back-to-back Opium Wars and Sino-Japanese conflicts. 
Professor Du, who received her PhD from Renmin University 
in Beijing, also explained the rise of the CPC from 55 
co-founders in 1921 to more than 80 million members today.
“Part of why I cherish my job so much is because Mao 
once aspired to be a history teacher,” she said. During 
her talk, Professor Du acknowledged there are different 
interpretations of turmoil during Mao’s leadership, including 
famine during the Great Leap Forward (1958-1961) and 
upheaval in the Cultural Revolution (1966-1976). 
However, she also noted the virtues of China’s unique 
socialist governance model and how Mao’s leadership 
contributed to victory in the War of Resistance Against 

IB History students explore the Man and Myth of Mao  
By Tom Fearon, Communications Specialist

ISB high school students discover a cultural revelation  
analyzing the legacy of China’s revered statesman
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IB History students explore the Man and Myth of Mao  
By Tom Fearon, Communications Specialist

Japanese Aggression.
As an active participant in China’s revolution, Mr. Yang 
shared his personal account that gave students insight into 
why many Chinese of his generation revere Mao. 
Mr. Yang, a Henan native who graduated from the People’s 
Liberation Army University of Foreign Languages, spoke 
with the passion to be expected of a military patriot.
He also accompanied students during their visit to Mao’s 
mausoleum and the National Museum of China, where 
he explained the story behind paintings depicting pivotal 
moments in CPC history.
"I could see the students were very active. It reminded me of 
my own childhood and how interesting it is to learn history. 
They were curious to know how I felt about Mao. When we 
were at the museum, I was proud to show them how Mao 
and the CPC were instrumental in building ‘New China,’” he 
said.
The sight of hundreds of visitors at the mausoleum left a 
deep impact on many students. Upon entering the building, 
crowds of people of various ages and social classes laid 
white roses and kowtowed to a giant statue of Mao, before 
respectfully filing past his body draped in the CPC flag and 
entombed in a crystal coffin.
“It was great to see firsthand how the public idolizes Mao. 
It’s one thing to read about the Chinese people’s adoration 
for him, but to actually see it internalizes it and makes you 
understand it more deeply,” said ISB senior Riena H.
Fellow Grade 12 student Matthew L pinpointed Mr. Yang’s 
enthusiastic speech as one of the highlights of the learning 
experience. 
“It was really interesting to hear his (Mr. Yang’s) perspective 
developed from a different time and place than what we are 
familiar with. I don’t know if my own perspective [of Mao] 
has changed, but I feel like I have a better appreciation of 

Chinese people’s understanding,” he said.
Other students said their visit to the mausoleum had led 
them to reflect on how other world leaders are remembered 
in history. 
“Seeing so many people and flowers [at the mausoleum] – 
it’s like the Lincoln Memorial times 10,” said Sean H.
After the mausoleum, students visited the National Museum 
of China, a short walk east of Tiananmen Square, to view 
artworks and other monuments dedicated to Mao and the 
CPC. 
Divided into three groups, students chose three paintings 
each to analyze their messages and determine what 
depictions of Mao were reasonable and which ones they 
would challenge.
Mr. Tolley said the experiences of the day enriched students’ 
understanding of Mao and key IB History content by 
converting theory into something “much more personal.” 
“The impact and the memory is what the students will take 
away. Nothing stands out like actually seeing the real thing, 
especially at their age when they are collaborating and 
communicating with each other,” he said.
Another highlight of the experience was the opportunity 
for students to embrace one of ISB’s core values – 
global-mindedness – by being open to differing views about 
history and understanding how these shape cross-cultural 
interactions and understandings.
“As part of ISB’s commitment to 21st century learning, 
we are trying to create global communicators. Students’ 
curiosity always trumps their biases. They will listen to 
anyone because they are interested in what they have to 
say,” Mr. Tolley added.



28

“It (ISB) had to grow. More people were coming to Beijing 
and we were entering the transition of an expat boom,” she 
said.
While Chinese integration is a key part of the school’s 
modern curriculum, during its infancy it was very different 
story. One of the reasons ISB was such a close-knit 
community was that parents, students, and faculty were 
isolated from locals, which made forming a cultural 
connection to their host country difficult to say the least.
“Expats weren’t encouraged to have Chinese friends. We 
had a Chinese friend who was picked up by the police each 
time he visited us because they wanted to know what he 
was doing with foreigners. It wasn’t until the 1990s that the 
world seemed to open up (for expats),” Mrs. Duvall said.
Nowadays, it is a different story. ISB students engage 
in exchanges with Chinese and international schools in 
academia, athletics, and the performing arts. However, 
friendships fostered within the ISB community have 
remained a lasting legacy over the past 35 years.
“There is an amazing camaraderie with the students. We’re 
still in touch with some of the students we taught at ISB and 
we communicate with them regularly over email,” said Mr. 
Duvall. 
Following their time at ISB, the Duvalls continued teaching in 
Beijing at another international school and a university. They 
also taught at schools in the US, Bahamas, and Vietnam. 
Today, they are retired and living by the Susquehanna River 
in Towanda, Pennsylvania, where they enjoy hiking and 
skiing.

When Terry and Anita Duvall visited ISB on September 21, 
there was little to remind them of their teaching days at the 
school between 1985 and 1993. Outdoors the couple saw 
swings, slides, fields and, most impressive of all, two giant 
domes with the school’s dragon logo. It was a far cry from 
the single climbing frame they remember in the flagstone 
courtyard of the school’s Lido campus more than 20 years 
ago. 
Indoors, the transformation was even more staggering. There 
were no blackboards, chalk, or filing cabinets filled with 
mimeographed (stencil-duplicated) class handouts. Instead, 
they saw flexible learning spaces with portable whiteboard 
walls and other innovative fixtures part and parcel of 21st 
century learning.
“It’s beautiful – all grown up,” said Mrs. Duvall, who taught 
middle school science and was a former elementary 
homeroom teacher.  
Mr. Duvall, who taught Grade 3 and computer programming 
at ISB, said the school today was like “something out of a 
picture book.”
“The progress that has been made in terms of what the 
students have at their disposal is incredible. We had limited 
resources when we first began. All we had was a really old 
building comprising four walls and no decoration. Here (at 
Shunyi) there are such fantastic displays for stimulation. It’s 
really amazing,” he said.
During their visit to ISB, the Duvalls were given a tour of the 
school by deputy head Mark Hardeman. The couple was 
impressed by the school’s growth and transformation from 
serving the children of embassy personnel to embracing its 
current status as a vibrant international learning community.
Mrs. Duvall said great strides were made during the couple’s 
eight years teaching at the school, noting subsequent growth 
over the following decades had been inevitable.

Former IsB Teacher Couple Takes Trip Down Memory lane
By Tom Fearon, Communications Specialist
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ISB middle school students Minhye K and Chelsey W have 
shown Beijing a slice of their creativity after their artworks 
were chosen among hundreds of entries to adorn Gung-Ho 
Pizza boxes. In addition to winning gift vouchers and their 
own pizza parties, both girls’ artworks depicting summer in 
Beijing have now found their way into pizza lovers’ homes – 
and art lovers’ hearts.
Grade 8 student Minhye won in the under-18 category for 
her watercolor painting featuring a bicycle, girl, and man. 
The latter subject sports the quintessential “Beijing-bikini” 
look of a rolled-up shirt revealing his beer belly.
Chelsey’s pen drawing of two aunties playing cards in front 
of a hutong courtyard home was also inspired by what she 
observed. The Grade 6 student clinched top prize in the 
under-12 category for her drawing. ISB art teacher Jesse 
Bradley said she was impressed by both students' “unique 
styles and appropriate perspectives.”
“I was ecstatic for all of our winners and runners-up. It was 
so popular that they (Gung-Ho Pizza) want to do it again. 
The fact we have two winners from ISB is incredible,”  
she said. 

Ms students awarded for artistic ‘Master-pizzas’ 
By Tom Fearon, Communications Specialist

 

In our first concert of the year on September 22, ISB's 
Concert Choir performed a diverse and pleasant repertoire. 
Specifically, three songs were performed: "Tuxedo 
Junction," a jazz song composed by Erskine Hawkins, 
William Johnson and Julian Dash; "Who Can Sail Without 
The Wind," a traditional Swedish folk song composed by 
Dan Forrest; and "Scarborough Fair," a traditional American 
folk song composed by Roger Emerson. 
The first piece, "Tuxedo Junction," opened up with a jazzy 
piano solo. When the choir walked on stage, we were all 
clicking our fingers to the beat. 
The second piece, "Who Can Sail Without The Wind," was 
particularly moving, especially when the various vocal parts 
came together and sang alluring harmonies. 
The third and final piece, "Scarborough Fair," displayed 
the technical abilities of the choir as we effectively used 
dynamics to carry through certain parts of the song.
The choir's performance at the High School Showcase 
Concert marked a successful and strong start to the year. 
It was clear that no matter the genre, the choir was well 
prepared and able to sing beautifully. Good job, everyone! 
As we become more and more familiar with singing with 
each other, there's no doubt we'll improve even more.

IsB Concert Choir sets Tone for Harmonious 2015-16
By Gary H (Grade 12)

http://tube.isb.bj.edu.cn/viewerportal/isb/home.vp?programId=esc_program:22104
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When learning about nutrition and how to incorporate healthy eating 
into everyday life, some classes take a more traditional instructional 
approach based on multiple lectures, note-taking, and memorization of 
facts. However, the sophomore health classes have taken a significantly 
different path to learning by stepping into the student cooking lab and 
competing in our annual Iron Chef cooking competition. Of course, not 
everything was like the televised show. Elements of school preceded the 
competition, making our nutrition unit a combination of learning and fun. 
The nutrition unit comprised three phases. During the first phase, we 
conducted research into nutrition, which took the form of graphic design 
posters that displayed a wide variety of nutrition content. 
In the second phase of the project, we worked in our teams to create an 
inventory of needed ingredients and time-management plans to follow on 
the day of the competition. 
In the final phase of the project, we participated in the cooking 
competition and presented our project reflections, whereby we 
discussed our own contributions and what made us a valued member of 
our respective teams. Although much of the learning took place in phase 
one of the project, the most exciting part was naturally the competition.
In an hour-long tournament, five teams of four to five students prepared 
three dishes in the student cooking lab. At the end, judges tasted 
the food to decide which teams' dishes were the healthiest and most 
delicious.  
As high school students, not many of us knew how to cook very well. 
Some teams chose to practice making their dishes beforehand, whereas 
other teams decided to just “wing it” with mixed results. 
However, relaxation wasn’t an option even for the most prepared 
students, as exciting music played and a large clock counted down to 
presentation. It’s hard to remember everything that happened in the 
one-hour learning experience, which flew past in a blur of steam and 
savory smells as we frantically searched for this spatula or that bowl. 
Thoughts went from panic to reassurance as the scene in front of us 
changed moment by moment. By the final five minutes, we were all ready 
to remove our chef hats and oven mitts and go outside where the judges 
sampled each dish and announced their scores. The winning teams from 
each health class were as follows:  
• The Banana Eggplants 
• The Cute-Cumbers 
• The Jalapeño Hotties 
• Team JJEM
Students were unanimous in deciding this was one of the most fun 
projects that we have participated in out of the classroom. The Iron Chef 
tournament transformed the nutrition unit into one that compelled us 
to leave our comfort zones. We cooked, planned, worked together, and 
were part of an unforgettable (and delicious) competition.

Hs students learn Nutritional Value in Iron Chef Competition
By Lailai L (Grade 10)
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As Laura Gao stood in front of students in ISB teacher Pam 
Reverman’s Grade 4 class, she noticed there was something 
very different about them from her regular pupils at Shiyuan 
Primary School in Shunyi. It wasn’t that the ISB students 
represented a diverse mix of nationalities or that they 
weren’t dressed in tracksuit uniforms. They were just far 
fewer in number.
“I usually have around 50 students in my class,” she said. 
“The ISB students are all well-behaved, enthusiastic, and 
responsible, but what I found most useful was that it was 
easier to keep their attention in the smaller class.”
Ms. Gao was one of seven Chinese teachers from local 
primary schools to intern at ISB from September 7 to 18. 
In total, 35 Chinese teachers will participate in two-week 
internships at ISB in classes spanning Kindergarten to 
Grade 5 in 2015-16. 
In addition to immersion in an English-language 
environment, the program allows Chinese teachers to 
broaden their professional horizons through exposure to 
different pedagogical practices.
Workshops were included in the internship to enhance 
Chinese teachers’ understanding of key educational pillars 
including Word Work to improve literacy, Morning Meeting to 
deepen student engagement in learning, and Kelso’s Choice 
to strengthen conflict management.
“All of our interns are English teachers and not homeroom 
teachers, so they like our EAL (English as an Additional 
Language) introduction because it gives them ideas about 
how to teach their students,” said Keith Collins, assistant 
elementary school principal.
The interns were most interested in learning about ISB’s 
reading program, Word Work, and just “being in the 

classroom in general,” added Dr. Collins.
“They seemed to like that our classroom involved a lot more 
discussion with students. They were interested to see that 
the teacher wasn’t strictly teaching all day,” he said.
Grade 4 teacher Edna Lau echoed this sentiment, saying 
student-led learning represented a “shift in education” 
that provided a new educational perspective to the visiting 
interns.
“We (teachers) are just giving the prompt and the students 
are leading the discussion, asking the questions, and 
developing their own understanding, rather than solely 
absorbing what we say and applying it,” she said.
Ms. Lau said the program was beneficial for teachers 
on both sides in what provided a “great opportunity for 
cross-cultural communication.” 
“The interns normally only plan for English. One benefit 
for them was learning language skills for other subjects, 
such as math and science. By looking at content areas for 
reading and writing in different subjects, they are able to 
learn how to better frame lessons,” she said.
Speaking on her final day in Ms. Reverman’s class, Ms. 
Gao said she was looking forward to returning to Shiyuan 
Primary School to implement some of the new skills she had 
acquired.
 “I’ve learned some effective classroom management 
strategies over the past two weeks,” she said. “Although I 
will miss the ISB students, I hope we can stay in touch and 
engage in future exchanges.”

Chinese Teachers Benefit from IsB Intern Program
By Tom Fearon, Communications Specialist
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It’s 3:30 pm on a Monday afternoon. Most high school 
classrooms have fallen eerily silent, but in room 3209 a 
handful of students are huddled over laptops in animated 
discussion. They eagerly pitch story ideas, offer suggestions 
for refining drafts, and update links for the website of high 
school newspaper The Break. 
Published monthly, The Break allows student writers, 
photographers, and web and graphic designers to hone 
their skills in an inclusive environment that promotes creative 
expression. Stories in the newspaper cover a wide gamut 
of topics including student life, sports, entertainment, and 
regional and global affairs. The Break also embraces other 
well-known pillars of student newspapers by featuring 
investigative journalism and satire writing.
Managing web editor Yvonne C joined The Break in her 
sophomore year. While she is an active writer in the China 
& Beyond section, one of her biggest contributions to the 
newspaper was made over the summer when she designed 
its website.
“We thought the online side was one part that was lacking,” 
said Yvonne, who designed the website using Wordpress to 
make it “more user-friendly” for future students. 
Editorial meetings run in cycles, with students first devising 
outlines for their articles and then submitting drafts 
complete with interviews and facts by the next meeting. 
Editors jointly review these stories, offering feedback and 
tips for improvement before going to print. 
“Collaboration is a huge aspect, and not just in terms of 
editing,” said Yvonne. “We also pair writers together if 
someone isn’t particularly confident. The interaction with 
editors, going back and forth with drafts, is also a big part of 
the process.”
Yvonne remembers the trepidation of being a new writer. 
After all, a big part of being a journalist is talking to people 

and making them feel comfortable enough to open up  
to you. 
“I was really hesitant to interview teachers at first, but  
then I realized teachers are people too and it’s cool to get  
to know them,” she said.
ISB student-run publications have come a long way since 
spring in 1989, when the first edition of The Dragon was 
published. Students relied on a simple typewriter font and 
hand-drawn illustrations to produce the magazine back 
then. Fast-forward 26 years later and in addition to its sleek 
website, The Break also has its own WeChat newsletter and 
Facebook page to reach tech-savvy readers.
Like Yvonne, Annie W also spent her summer deepening 
her commitment to The Break by participating in a 
journalism program at Northwest University in Kirkland, 
Washington. Although the ISB senior is a writer and WeChat 
administrator for the newspaper, she said her true passion 
lies in editing.
“I really like helping writers develop their ideas. When 
a writer is responsive to your feedback and you see 
improvement to their article, it makes it all worthwhile,”  
she said.

extra, extra! Get the scoop on Hs Newspaper The Break
By Tom Fearon, Communications Specialist
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ISB’s elementary school students were treated to a fencing 
master class by Olympic gold medalist Zhong Man in Gym 
1 on October 22. A legend of the sport in China, Zhong 
proudly showed an eager audience of students the gold 
medal he won in the individual sabre at the 2008 Beijing 
Olympics.
After introducing the history and rules of the sport, Zhong 
suited up to deliver a lively demonstration. His opponent in 
the exhibition match was Grade 9 student Stone T, who also 
served as Zhong’s translator throughout his presentation 
and Q&A session. 
Stone, who began fencing four years ago, said he had 
learned many valuable lessons from Zhong applicable to the 
sport and life in general.
“Fencing is all about not giving up. One piece of advice 
that resonated with me was that you’re never truly defeated 
until you throw down your sword and helmet,” said Stone, 
who joined ISB this year after moving to Beijing from the 
US. “You never look at the score. Today I lost 15-8, but the 
experience of fencing against an Olympic champion at just 
14 will stay with me for a lifetime.”
Stone was cheered on by a vocal contingent of Grade 4 
students, who applauded each time he scored against 
his celebrated opponent. True to the nature of the iconic 
Olympic sport, the Chinese referee chanted French 
commands including “en garde” (on guard) and “allez” (go) 
throughout the match.
“During my first year (of fencing) it was just a weekly hobby, 
but then I started growing (taller) and suddenly became 
much better. I like the exhilaration of the sport. Every time 
you finish, you’re gasping for breath. The speed of the sport 
also adds to the adrenaline,” Stone said.
Just as it seemed Zhong had wrapped up his all-star lesson, 
another ISB opponent, Megan Hardeman, suited up to do 

battle. After a crash course on the basic stances and moves 
of the sport, the elementary school PE teacher strutted 
to the mat to enthusiastic chants from her students. In a 
first-to-five match and with scores locked at four a piece, 
Ms. Hardeman’s fairy tale fencing debut was ultimately 
foiled by Zhong, who claimed a narrow victory. 
Interestingly, Zhong is not the first Olympic gold medalist 
Stone has met. The teenager also clashed swords with 
the Chinese champion’s successor at the 2012 London 
Olympics, Hungarian Áron Szilágyi. Stone said meeting two 
of the sport’s biggest names had made a deep impact on 
him.
“If you can imagine a young soccer player meeting Lionel 
Messi and Cristiano Ronaldo, that’s what it’s been like for 
me,” he said. 
Stone is also committed to sharing his passion for fencing 
with younger students at ISB. He teaches the sport as an 
after-school activity to elementary school students each 
Tuesday. Fencing is also available to middle school students 
as an ASA on Thursdays. For more information, please 
contact the Activities Office.

Chinese Fencing Champ Puts es students to the sword
By Tom Fearon, Communications Specialist
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Belgian Olympians Tia Hellebaut and Kim 
Gevaert visited ISB to participate in a student 
dialogue on August 25. The duo, who won gold 
and silver medals in the high jump and 4X100 m 
relay respectively at the 2008 Beijing Olympics, 
spoke about the importance of students 
pursuing their passion and maintaining a 
healthy balance between sport and their 
academics during their education.
ISB's Strategic Plan IV enhances students' 
learning through access to expertise and 
real-world learning experiences. By reflecting 
on their success in the professional sporting 
spotlight, Ms. Hellebaut and Ms. Gevaert 
demonstrated the importance of key 
values including perseverance, leadership, 
responsibility, teamwork, and balance.
The Belgian duo was visiting Beijing for the 
2015 World Athletics Championships.

Belgian olympians Raise Bar in experiential learning
By Tom Fearon, Communications Specialist

http://tube.isb.bj.edu.cn/viewerportal/isb/home.vp?programId=esc_program:21007
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Rugby and friendship packed together like a hooker and a 
scrum when ISB hosted a combined training session and 
match with boys from Irish secondary school Belvedere 
College (BC) on October 14. 
The visitors were in Beijing as part of an annual cultural 
exchange program with a local Chinese high school. The 
Irish team and their teachers were given a tour of ISB before 
lacing up the boots for the friendly match on ISB's main 
field.
The visitors had returned to Beijing earlier that morning from 
Xi’an, Shaanxi Province, but were fresh and eager to get to 
know their ISB counterparts. As the boys warmed up with 
passing and kicking drills, BC rugby coach and PE teacher 
Colin McCarthy shared his impression of ISB with the 
Bulletin. 
“This school is amazing. We had heard ISB had a strong 
rugby program, so we were honored to come along today,” 
he said.
Mr. McCarthy explained boys in their final year at BC have 
a “transition year” in which the focus isn’t completely 
on academics but on life experiences, such as cultural 
exchanges and community service. In addition to China, 
groups of students from the Jesuit school participate in 
programs in the US, Austria, Spain, France, and Italy.  
ISB varsity rugby coach Casey Mizzone said the day was a 
good opportunity for his players to build on their strong start 

IsB Hosts Rugby Friendly with Irish school 
By Tom Fearon, Communications Specialist

to the season that has seen them beat APAC heavyweights 
Shanghai American School (Puxi) twice already.
“These guys learn quickly and have been really committed 
since spring training,” he said. “Their work ethic is strong 
and I think they would train everyday if they could.”
After running drills together, the boys squared off in two 
touch matches. After about 20 minutes, teams were mixed 
with an equal number of BC and ISB players in each of the 
sides. At the end of the afternoon’s final game, ISB captain 
Nathan Z exchanged jerseys with his BC counterpart.
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October was a busy month for ISB's Habitat for Humanity 
(HFH) service club. By harnessing the enthusiasm of 100 
passionate and engaged committee members, our annual 
Brick Drive Raffle Sale allowed us to donate a staggering 
44,000 RMB ($6,917) to HFH China. 
On October 9, I joined 14 other ISB students and two 
teachers in participating in a project that transformed the 
way I view our global community. Called “Transforming 
Dilapidated Houses for Impoverished Families with Disabled 
Members,” the project was based in Yangshuo County, 
Guangxi Zhuang Autonomous Region. Our task was to help 
local construction workers build a house for Mr. Tang, a 
60-year-old man responsible for taking care of his mentally 
impaired brother and their elderly parents. 
We spent the next three days knee-deep in mud as we 
worked non-stop through the rain. Our goal was to make 
ourselves as useful to the workers as possible, whether it 
involved laying bricks for the walls, passing bricks, shoveling 
sand, mixing cement, or moving rocks to clear the roads. 
When asked by Tiffany G (Grade 11) what he thought of us, 
Mr. Tang's response was: “You have helped me so much. I 
can’t thank you enough.” 
Although I knew HFH’s partners were grateful for their 
volunteers, seeing Mr. Tang swell up with emotion for 
the work we had done to help improve his life was a truly 
touching experience. 
Beyond the gratification of the experience, this building trip 
taught me that it is our collective responsibility to take care 
of everyone in our global community. We must all commit to 
our part and work together to rebuild the lives of those less 
fortunate than us, brick by brick.
Our sincere thanks go the PTA for making this year’s HFH 
Brick Drive Raffle Sale such a massive success. 

Habitat for Humanity sets New Fundraising Record
By Johnny Z (Grade 11)
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Nearly 100 high school Spanish students celebrated the 
diversity and splendor of Hispanic culture with a fun-filled 
fiesta of food, cooking, and salsa dancing in the Fitness and 
Tennis Center on October 30.
Led by Spanish teachers Réjean Côté and Juan-Carlos 
López, the annual Hispanic Festival was given an authentic 
(and delicious) dose of culture and cuisine thanks to 
dedicated ISB mothers Alicia Carvajal, Ana-Luisa Rodriguez, 
Liduska Oviedo, and Natalia Hollander, who shared 
delicacies from Latin America during a captivating cooking 
lesson.
Prior to indulging their taste buds, students participated 
in a salsa class led by instructors from the On Pointe 
Dance Studio. The event was a fun and engaging learning 
opportunity for 91 high school students studying Spanish, a 
record enrollment for the subject at ISB.
Throughout the event students demonstrated their linguistic 
skills and gained a deeper understanding of the more than 
20 Spanish-speaking countries worldwide. 
Many thanks to los señores López and Côté for creating 
such an authentic and compelling learning experience, 
Megan Lewis and Chloe Bridges from On Pointe Dance 
Studio, and school caterer Chartwells for serving delicious 
tapas. Don’t miss the next Hispanic Festival in October 
2016!

¡olé, Viva la Hispanidad!
By Tom Fearon, Communications Specialist
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In a visual arts presentation that probably wouldn’t have 
been possible 15 years ago, I was invited to create a 40-foot 
mural on a wall that surrounds the grounds of the Canadian 
Embassy in Beijing.
The idea for the project developed rapidly after I was 
approached by Daniel Nadeau, the Canadian Embassy’s 
head of IT and forward for local hockey powerhouse the 
Beijing Hot Wings. 
The proposal was for a mural to be created on a vacant 
wall surrounding the sports grounds that boasts tennis and 
Friday afternoon ball hockey. My goal was to brighten up a 
previously unused wall with some graffiti inspired by images 
that both reflect Canada and China’s identities.  
On a cool autumn morning, I was welcomed by a collection 
of local diplomatic families and the Canadian Ambassador 
to Beijing, the honorable Guy Saint-Jacques. I proceeded to 
paint for three hours while inviting eager kids to be a part of 
the process. 
Pre-made stencils are a great way to get the kids involved 
in the process. Now when they play by the wall, they will be 
able to feel great that they got their hands dirty making this 
mural. 
Furthering the enjoyment of the day, a BBQ was served and 
breakout games of road hockey continued throughout the 
afternoon while I worked on the wall.
The agreed-upon design focused on the word "Canada." 
Instead of using the letter "A" in "Canada," I painted three 
inuksuit, or stone monuments built in the likeness of a 
human used by the Inuit people. 
The fills of the letters were green and blue to symbolize 
Canada’s lush forests and magnificent lakes. Flanked on 
each end are turrets of China’s Great Wall over rolling hills.  
The event was filmed as part of an episode for my series 
"On The Beat and Path," which focuses on travel, music, 
and art (www.onthebeatandpath.com).

Ms Visual arts Teacher Invited to Canadian embassy for Graffiti Project
By Steve Northcott, MS Visual Arts Teacher
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Rome, sweet Rome: What l learned From studying abroad 
By Ariana L (Grade 12)

The day was Monday May 25, 2015. It was a day I had been 
dreading for months. No longer would I wake up to the smell 
of cappuccino wafting into my room or the harmonious 
tunes of Italian chatter exchanged between my host family. 
I was sitting in the Rome's Fiumicino Airport crying, a sense 
of déjà vu of nine months earlier when I was sitting in the 
same airport and crying as well, but for a whole different 
reason. Back then, I was nervous about spending nine 
months alone in a foreign country. However, this pursuit 
has become one of the best experiences. Here is a brief 
summary of what I learned:
Life Skills
When my friends and I planned our spring break trip to 
Spain and Prague, we had to figure out how to book flights, 
book hotels, and create itineraries, skills I had previously 
perceived to be difficult and complicated. When our 
flight to Prague got canceled, we had to find the office of 
our airline and to try and deal with finding airport hotels 
and rescheduling flights. When we finally arrived to our 
destinations, we didn’t have tourists or teachers guiding 
us around. Instead, we relied on Google Maps to try and 
navigate around the foreign country and Google Translate 
and hand gestures to try and communicate with the local 
people. Being independent and tackling problems by myself 
allowed me to think critically.
Applied Learning
As a visual learner, being able to physically see the 
sculptures and paintings we studied in art history or visit the 
Italian Parliament for our global studies class allowed me 
to grasp a better and more comprehensive understanding 
of the content. The most significant experience of outdoor 

learning was the opportunity to interact with Middle Eastern 
and African immigrants during our unit on European 
immigration issues in our global studies class. I was able 
to learn about the complexity and the severity of the issue 
through the personal stories told by the immigrants and it 
touched me and affected me in a stronger way than if I had 
merely read about the issue.
Adaptability and Flexibility
The constant cultural shocks that came at me during my 
experience abroad taught me the importance of adapting 
into new environments and being flexible. Living with my 
host family forced me out of the comfortable routine at home 
and to learn to live with people who started out as total 
strangers. I had to focus on manners around home, taking 
short showers, being considerate about the busy schedules 
of others and eating foods I had never seen before. The 
experience allowed me to open up to trying new things and 
to acquire a sense of acceptance. I became more willing to 
make sacrifices and to be flexible to suit the needs of others.
A New Language
Living with a host family, staying in a town where English 
wasn't spoken, and attending classes fully taught in Italian 
gave me a lot of exposure to the language and forced me 
to learn the language at a faster pace. By the end of the 
year, I was writing essays and tests entirely in Italian, having 
classes instructed in Italian, and conversing with my host 
family every night regarding topics from Italian politics to 
the newest celebrity gossip. It blew my mind how much of 
a language I had acquired in just one year and how much 
faster I was able to pick up the language as opposed to 
students who learn the language in a school setting.


